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Teach and use memory strategies to compensate for difficulties
· Give concise instructions, allow the child to complete one instruction, before providing the next.

· Break problems down so that the child learns one part at a time, gradually increasing the complexity.

· Mnemonic strategies-use of language cues such as songs or rhythms to aid memory.

· Use cue words or pictures to aid the recall of information

When copying from the board:
· Segment work by using colour coding and borders to make it visually easier to locate.

· Encourage the child to read the sentence before writing it.

· Reduce the pressures on the child by photocopying part of it for them.

· Copying from paper next to them is easier than from the blackboard to the page.

· An angled board may assist copying speed, reducing the distance the eyes need to travel.
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Visual spatial relations

Handwriting-spacing
· Use a concrete clue eg. An emery board as a space between words. ‘one finger’ space method

· Use different coloured lines on paper i.e. top line red, middle line blue and baseline red.

· Allow child to check through their work and highlight the under/over spaced words/letters

· Use graph paper to provide a guideline for lining up rows
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· Reduce visually distracting and competing information e.g. Remove pictures from around blackboard

· Use varied activities or time segments that are achievable for the child

· Reorganise worksheets e.g. Reduce visual stimuli by covering all parts of the worksheet except the part the child is working on.

· Consider the environmental factors such as proximity to teacher, board, windows, doors, displays.

· Having a brief checklist that the child can go through each morning
· Reduce clutter on tabletops

· Have different coloured books for different subjects

· Have the child make a list of points they are going to write about in their essay or story.

· Use bright, easy to read colours (black) when writing on the white board
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Letter reversals, letters upside down and possible confusion of capitals and lower case letters
· Teach that all letters begin at the top, except ‘e’ and ‘d’ which begin in the middle.

· Use pictograms to help differentiate between letters such as ‘b’ and ‘d’ by using a diagram of a bed

· Use a reference strip of letters above work to refer to.
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Letters missed out or jumbled when copying. 
· Have work to be copied by the side of their paper rather than on the board.

· Use a window tracker made out of card for them to move across work when copying so they don’t have as much to look at.
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Classroom strategies for Visual Perception
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Community Paediatric Occupational Therapy Department
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