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Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 25-I-030




You asked:
With regards to the FOIs’ wording below, if your health board does not have its own BMI policy regarding access to orthopaedic surgery, please interpret the following wording in the FOIs ‘your health board’s BMI policy’ as including your practice based on your Health Board’s interpretation of regional or national guidelines. 
Key:	OP	Outpatient
	IP	Inpatient
	WL	Waiting List
	SOS	See on Symptom waiting list
1. How many patients in your health board have been removed from the T&O waiting list without receiving an orthopaedic specific treatment and/or procedure in each of the following months: January, February, March, April, May, June and July in 2025, 2024, 2023 and 2019?
Providing this information would potentially enable the identification of the small numbers (<5*) in question 2 below.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

1. How many patients in your health board have been removed from the T&O waiting list without receiving an orthopaedic specific treatment and/or procedure by each of the data categories you use for such removals, in each of the following months: January, February, March, April, May, June and July in 2025, 2024, 2023 and 2019?
	
	
	Month

	Year
	Category
	January
	February
	March
	April
	May
	June
	July

	2019
	IP - Unfit For Procedure
	51
	41
	49
	33
	46
	40
	38

	
	OP - Discharge Telephone Results
	81
	81
	77
	70
	67
	73
	50

	
	OP - Patient Did Not Respond
	41
	5
	53
	24
	33
	19
	21

	2023
	IP - Unfit For Procedure
	0
	<5*
	5
	<5*
	9
	5
	<5*

	
	Patient Request
	<5*
	16
	5
	10
	<5*
	7
	15

	
	Validation SOS 6M (Non Response)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	<5*
	0
	0

	
	WL - Treatment No Longer Required
	50
	29
	24
	45
	49
	29
	34

	2024
	IP - Unfit For Procedure
	21
	12
	56
	44
	31
	21
	19

	
	Patient Request
	0
	<5*
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	WL - Administrative Error
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	<5*
	0

	
	WL - Patient Not Fit for Procedure
	<5*
	<5*
	<5*
	<5*
	5
	<5*
	<5*

	
	WL - Treatment No Longer Required
	63
	62
	66
	74
	59
	48
	58

	2025
	IP - Unfit For Procedure
	23
	39
	24
	28
	24
	55
	37

	
	Patient Request
	0
	0
	0
	<5*
	0
	<5*
	0

	
	WL - Patient Not Fit for Procedure
	<5*
	10
	6
	5
	<5*
	<5*
	0

	
	WL - Treatment No Longer Required
	93
	79
	118
	70
	67
	93
	92


Please note: Some patients may be reinstated at a later date.  The data includes all subspecialties of T&O, such as Orthopaedic Spines.

1. How many patients in your health board have been removed from the T&O waiting list without receiving an orthopaedic specific treatment and/or procedure due to their BMI score as a consequence of your health board's BMI policy in each of the following months: January, February, March, April, May, June and July in 2025, 2024, 2023 and 2019?
This information is not currently recorded on WPAS (the Welsh Patient Administration System).  To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 

1. How many patients in your health board on the T&O waiting list have had RTT clock reset, stopped or paused without receiving an orthopaedic specific treatment and/or procedure in each of the following months: January, February, March, April, May, June and July in 2025, 2024, 2023 and 2019?
Providing this information would potentially enable the identification of the small numbers (<5*) in question 5 below.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

1. How many patients in your health board on the T&O waiting list have had RTT clock reset, stopped or paused without receiving an orthopaedic specific treatment and/or procedure by each of the data categories you use for such cases in each of the following months: January, February, March, April, May, June and July in 2025, 2024, 2023 and 2019?
General, Medical or General Social adjustments - excludes resets due to patient DNAs (did not attend).
	
	
	Month

	Year
	Category
	January
	February
	March
	April
	May
	June
	July

	2019
	IP - Unfit For Procedure
	15
	17
	21
	15
	10
	11
	12

	
	OP - Discharge Telephone Results
	27
	20
	24
	17
	15
	17
	11

	
	OP - Patient Did Not Respond
	7
	0
	<5*
	<5*
	<5*
	<5*
	6

	2023
	IP - Unfit For Procedure
	0
	<5*
	0
	0
	<5*
	<5*
	<5*

	
	IPDC Waiting List
	<5*
	<5*
	<5*
	6
	11
	<5*
	6

	
	Patient Request
	<5*
	<5*
	0
	<5*
	0
	0
	5

	
	WL - Treatment No Longer Required
	<5*
	<5*
	<5*
	0
	0
	<5*
	<5*

	2024
	Treatment no longer required
	0
	<5*
	<5*
	<5*
	<5*
	0
	<5*

	
	IP - Unfit For Procedure
	5
	<5*
	13
	<5*
	5
	7
	<5*

	
	IPDC Waiting List
	0
	0
	0
	0
	<5*
	<5*
	<5*

	
	OP - Discharge Telephone Results
	<5*
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	OP - Patient Did Not Respond
	<5*
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	Patient Request
	0
	<5*
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	WL - Treatment No Longer Required
	5
	12
	10
	12
	10
	5
	7

	2025
	Treatment no longer required
	<5*
	5
	<5*
	<5*
	<5*
	0
	0

	
	IP - Unfit For Procedure
	6
	11
	9
	7
	<5*
	20
	9

	
	WL - Treatment No Longer Required
	15
	14
	19
	13
	8
	19
	22


Please note: Some patients may be reinstated at a later date.  The data includes all subspecialties of T&O, such as Orthopaedic Spines.

1. How many patients in your health board on the T&O waiting list have had RTT clock reset, stopped or paused without receiving an orthopaedic specific treatment and/or procedure as a consequence of your health board's BMI policy in each of the following months: January, February, March, April, May, June and July in 2025, 2024, 2023 and 2019?
This information is not currently recorded on WPAS.  To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 

1. How many patients in your health board have not been referred to the T&O waiting list from CMATS due to their BMI score as a consequence of your Health Board's BMI policy in each of the following months: January, February, March, April, May, June and July in 2025, 2024, 2023 and 2019?
This information is not currently recorded on WPAS.  To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 

*Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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