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You asked:
I would like to ask for some details via the 2000 Freedom of Information Act about numbers of ring-fenced/dedicated stroke beds and stroke admissions. I've frequently read that the health board, possibly like others, has a shortage of ring-fenced/dedicated stroke beds. I'm assuming ring-fenced/dedicated mean the same thing but might be wrong.
Please can the health board say:
1) How many ring-fenced/dedicated stroke beds did the health board have at the beginning of 2024-25 (ie early April last year) and the end of the year (ie end of March this year), and where are they located?
April 2024 - 
Ward F Morriston Hospital
Equipped with 24 inpatient beds
Ringfencing of 18 Stroke beds
In addition to this, there were 28 dedicated beds for stroke care located on ward B2 at Neath Port Talbot Hospital

March 2025 - 
Ward F Morriston Hospital
Equipped with 24 inpatient beds
Ringfencing of 18 Stroke beds
In addition to this, there are 28 dedicated beds for stroke care located on ward B2 at Neath Port Talbot Hospital

2) How many patients suffering from a suspected stroke were admitted to the health board's hospitals in 2024-25?
1412 patients

3) How do clinicians decide which stroke patients need to be looked after in a ring-fenced/dedicated stroke bed, and generally speaking what proportion of stroke patients meet this clinical need?
All patients admitted with a suspected stroke are assessed – with an aim of admission to the acute stroke unit within 4 hours of arrival (accepting that some of these may end up not having had a stroke). Usually, an assessment is made by a member of the stroke team (doctor or advanced clinical practitioner) who will discuss with consultant in relation to appropriateness of admission to the stroke unit. Default practice is that if a patient has been identified as possible stroke, they are admitted to the stroke unit. Approximately 80-90% meet this need.

4) How many stroke patients admitted in 2024-25 met the clinical criteria for care in ring-fenced/dedicated stroke beds and how many patients were actually allocated one of them?
677 Patients between Apr 24-Mar 25

5) What is the average length of a stroke patient's stay in a ring-fenced/dedicated stroke bed?
6 days

6) Where else are stroke patients looked after (for example geriatric wards)?
Stroke Rehabilitation Unit (NPT)
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