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You asked:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk203467782]Does your health board have an executive board or committee where health research strategy is set? e.g. a Research and Innovation Board or other relevant high-level board.
Yes, Digital, Data, Research & Innovation Committee

2. If yes, is there a PPIE (patient public involvement engagement) representative on this board with the specific remit to provide insights into research agenda setting from the perspective of a patient with lived experience of health issues or as a member of the public/community? [I am not referring to the presence of a lay chair].
There is no specific PPIE representative, however the Vice Chair (who is an Independent Member of the Board) of the Digital, Data, Research & Innovation Committee is representative for community services on the Board.

3. Is there a PPIE advisory structure (e.g. board, committee, panel) which provides PPIE insights to inform the work of the executive board? (not within individual study groups- I refer to high level feedback into your research strategy meetings).
Not applicable.
We have structures across the organisation where service user, carer and third sector representation is embedded into Health Board Structures including Stakeholder Reference Group (SRG), Accessibility Reference Group (ARG), Accessibility Focus Group (AFG) and Strategic Equality Diversity and Belonging Group (SEDBG). These provide invaluable opportunities for the Health Board to share their perspective and shape key aspects of work including policies, strategies, services etc.  The Stakeholder Reference Group has a wide range of user, carer and third sector representatives, the SRG is an advisory committee to the Board and the Chair of the SRG attends Board meetings with speaking rights.  The Health Board approach to PPI is to support people to represent communities (either geographical or interest area) with underpinning networks so that they represent a collective view rather than their single perspective.

4. Is there a PPIE representative on medical specialty specific boards e.g women's health?
No, however patient and public involvement in partnerships is discussed as part of the terms of reference for each board when discussing membership.  Our approach is to ensure that views from service users / carers and other stakeholders are fed into such groups rather than have token representatives. The Women’s Health Steering Group is a newly formed group, where patient and public engagement has formed a key part of the discussions thus far. We will be developing a Women’s Network with our communities which will then provide representation and views to the Steering Group and will be discussing with them their views on the priorities within Swansea Bay which require action to improve women’s health.  Every board is evolving and changes are frequently made on the membership to ensure each board aims and goals are met. This engagement is a priority for our services and health board.

5. If yes to question 2, 3 or 4, please provide the most recent minutes/agenda with a list of members with designated roles/remits (not names).
I can confirm that the information you are seeking is held online. Under Section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act (information accessible by other means), we are not required to provide information in response to a request if the information is already reasonably accessible to you. May I therefore recommend that you look at this link to obtain the information you require: https://sbuhb.nhs.wales/about-us/key-documents-folder/digital-data-research-and-innovation-committee/digital-data-research-and-innovation-committee-march-2025/ 

6. Are PPIE representatives remunerated?
PPIE representatives have expenses paid for both R&D study specific groups and attendance at other Health Board groups.
Independent Members are renumerated for their position on the Board, not specifically for R&D related duties.  The SRG Chair and Vice Chair’s organisations receive a stipend to recompense for the release of their time.

7. Do you require PPIE representatives to do any training? If yes, please specify e.g. NIHR training or in house-training.
PPIE representations for R&D study specific groups would undertake training via HCRW (Health and Care Research Wales) or NIHR (National Institute for Health and Care Research).  Other representatives are supported by Health Board staff and are able to access volunteer training.

_____________________________________________________________ 
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