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You asked:
It would be helpful if you would please provide me with a copy of the root cause analysis report relating to this [outbreak of Klebsiella Variicola infection] as well as any other reports concerning this outbreak.
The outbreak(s) occurred during the period 1 January 2022 to 31 July 2024 at Morriston Hospital.
A review was performed of the available sample results for the period 1st January 2022 to 31st July 2024 for Morriston Hospital for any results where the organism Klebsiella variicola was reported. I can confirm that there was no evidence of two or more patients with the same organism that were linked by time and place.  As such, there is no evidence to suggest that there had been an outbreak of Klebsiella variicola in Morriston Hospital and therefore a report would not have been required.

It would also be helpful to know the number of patients infected on Ward J during the period 1 June 2023 to 31 August 2023 as well as the combination of antibiotics found to be most effective in eradicating the pathogen and the number of days during which this effective antibiotic combination was administered to the patient.
In the period of 1st June 2023 – 31st August 2023, there were less than five patients who had a sample from which Klebsiella Variicola was identified.   
We are unable to provide you with the number of patients or level of detail you are seeking as to the treatment received by these patient(s) as this is considered a patient’s personal data, as well as a potential risk of identifying the individual if this was disclosed. Therefore, the data is classed as personal data as defined under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR. We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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