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Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 25-A-029





You asked:
I would like to make an application under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 for the following information: (please provide the figures from January 2022 - present, in calendar years not fiscal). 
1. How many admissions of children (persons under the age of 18) were made to hospitals for allergic reactions and anaphylaxis caused by food? Please breakdown of the data per year, and according to the type and cause of allergic reaction or anaphylaxis. 

2. How many admissions of adults (persons aged 18 and over) were made to hospitals for allergic reactions and anaphylaxis caused by food? Please breakdown of the data per year, and according to the type and cause of allergic reaction or anaphylaxis. 
Our Response:
The information we have provided covers the period 1st January 2022 and 30th September 2024, inclusive. When a patient is admitted their primary /attendance admission reason is “coded” on our systems at some point during their hospital stay. Due to this we are not able to get the complete figures for a specific period until they are discharged and their “coding” is completed and available. The most recent “complete” period is up to and including 30th September therefore this is reflected in the data below.
Please note that the information provided is taken from attendances and admissions via our Emergency Department (ED) at Morriston Hospital and Minor Injuries Unit (MIU) at Neath Port Talbot Hospital.
· Number of attendances at Morriston ED or NPTH MIU, between the 1st January 2022 and 30th September 2024, inclusive with a diagnosis of Allergic Reaction or Anaphylaxis, and 'food'/'eaten' in triage comments, presenting complaint, additional incident details or comments by age group

	Age Group
	ED Diagnosis
	2022
	2023
	2024

	18 and Over
	Allergic reaction
	30
	27
	28

	
	Anaphylactic reaction
	7
	*
	<5**

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Under 18
	Allergic reaction
	48
	46
	41

	
	Anaphylactic reaction
	5
	*
	0

	 
	 
	 
	 



Due to the way the attendance information is recorded in ED, we are not able to provide the break down the type/cause of the allergic reaction as this is not a mandatory field, and is recorded in “free type”. To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of each attendance record which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time.
· Number of admissions to Morriston, NPT or Singleton Hospitals between the 1st January 2022 and 30th September 2024, inclusive, with an admitting diagnosis of food related Allergy or Anaphylaxis by age group
	Age Group
	2022
	2023
	2024*

	18 and Over
	<5**
	<5**
	<5**

	Under 18
	6
	<5**
	0






* We are unable to provide you with this figure as if combined with information already in the public domain this could be used to calculate low numbers and there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed. Therefore, the data is classed as personal data as defined under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR. We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.
**Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.
___________________________________________________________
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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