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You asked:
1. How many patients in your Health Board with a diagnosis of metastatic breast cancer are currently being treated?
Swansea Bay University Health Board (SBUHB) does not currently centrally record this information. To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 
Swansea Bay University Health Board has previously recorded this information on the CANISC (Cancer Network Information System Cymru) system. We are currently in the process of implementing and migrating to the CIS (Cancer Informatics Solutions) system. As this is still in the early stages, this information is not available at the current time. 
 
1. Are Metastatic breast patients discussed at MDT?
Yes

1. How does Swansea Bay UHB breast cancer MDT record and track metastatic breast cancer on the Welsh Clinical Portal and the Welsh Patient Administration System? If precise numbers are unavailable, what steps have been taken to improve data collection on metastatic breast cancer patients?
Swansea Bay University Health Board (SBUHB) does not record and track metastatic breast cancer using the Welsh Clinical Portal or Welsh Patient Administration System. SBUHB has previously recorded this information on the CANISC (Cancer Network Information System Cymru) system. We are currently in the process of implementing and migrating to the CIS (Cancer Informatics Solutions) system. This system includes a dedicated breast data collection form where this information will be recorded. As implementation and migration to the CIS system is still in the early stages this information is not available at the current time. 

1. How many dedicated metastatic breast cancer nurses are currently in post at Swansea Bay UHB?
There is one full time metastatic breast cancer nurse at SBUHB. There is also one full time breast oncology clinical nurse specialist (CNS) who is also supported by the breast team with a dedicated administration assistant and clerical post as a co-ordinator. 

1. Do all patients at Swansea Bay UHB with metastatic breast cancer have access to a dedicated Metastatic CNS with the appropriate skills, knowledge and experience of metastatic breast cancer?
There is a current vacancy for 1 full time Metastatic Breast Cancer Clinical Nurse Specialist. There is a breast oncology nurse seconded into this position who is aiming to start on the 7th April 2025. 

1. Do all Metastatic patients receive a Holistic Needs assessment?
Yes, as long as patients are consenting to a Holistic Needs Assessment. 

1. How are Metastatic patients supported in the HB?
Patients are supported by their CNS offering personalised support, guiding patients through treatment options, managing side effects and addressing emotional and psychological concerns. The CNS works collaboratively with the lead consultant to provide a multi-disciplinary approach to patient care. 

1. Does Swansea Bay UHB inform all primary breast cancer patients at end of treatment of the red flag symptoms to be aware of?
When Clinician and Breast care Nurses review patients for post operative results. Patients are provided the attached leaflet with information for After Breast Cancer Treatment. Additionally provided a ‘Breast Service Passport’ Which is also attached with all contact information.

Which outlines the Signs and Symptoms to be aware of, also included is Changes to be Aware of after Breast Cancer. When Breast Care Nurses review Post Operation, they discuss signs and Symptoms not to frighten them but for early reporting. The Clinicians capture the information provided in the clinical setting and document a Clinical letter to the GP and copy the Patient in to provide a Treatment Summary. Breast Care Nurses will also Capture the information on Welsh Clinical report after every interaction with the Patients.

1. What red flag infographic do you use? 
Please see attached Information for After Breast Cancer Treatment and Breast Service Passport – Appendix 1 and 2.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk193714266]How many patients with primary breast cancer in the past year received     
  treatment summaries?
Each patient receives a breast passport after surgery when followed up in clinic with their results which informs them of their diagnosis along with their treatment plan. 

1. Does Swansea Bay UHB have a formal policy in place to ensure all metastatic    
  breast cancer patients receive treatment summaries?
There is no current formal policy in place. Alongside the continued work led by the     WCN Metastatic Breast Cancer National Optimal Pathway (appendix attached), a   
Primary Breast Cancer End of Treatment Summary is in development. All patients with established metastatic disease and under the care of the oncology team at SWWCC (South West Wales Cancer Centre) can receive a treatment summary on request at any point in their ongoing management.
 
1. What is the formal system to ensure GPs are aware of the red flags for their 
       patients who have had breast cancer?
The formal approach is to write to the GP after clinical consultation to update the patient’s treatment summary. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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