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You asked:
Please could you supply me with the following information which could exist in either paper or electronic form:
 
1. How many mortuaries are there altogether within the Health Board and where are they? 

Three in total at Morriston Hospital, Singleton Hospital and Neath Port Talbot Hospital. 

2. What is the maximum body storage capacity at each hospital mortuary within the Health Board?

Morriston Hospital – 137 spaces
Singleton Hospital – 30 spaces 
Neath Port Talbot Hospital – 12 spaces 

3. Under the new system, introduced on 9 September 2024, all deaths not investigated by a coroner are now reviewed independently by a medical examiner before a death certificate is issued.

Since September 2024, have any of the hospital mortuaries within the Health Board been at maximum capacity?

Yes. (One)

3a. If yes to 3, for how long were the hospital mortuaries within the Health 
   Board at maximum capacity? 

   3 months plus (variable)

3b. Since September 2024, how many bodies have been moved to other 
hospital mortuaries within the Health Board, due to shortage of body storage at the hospital where the death took place.

98 to date. Due to some restructuring within Swansea Bay University Health Board (SBUHB) Acute Services there has been a necessity to transfer deceased patients to another mortuary site. These transfers are not solely due to implementation of the Medical Examiner Service in September 2024

3c. Since September 2024, how many bodies have been moved to other 
hospital mortuaries within a different Health Board, due to shortage of body storage at the hospital where the death took place.

Nil. 

4. Have the Health Board invested in any form of additional body storage for the mortuaries within the hospitals since September 2024? If so, what kind. 

Additional contingency body storage units have always been in place for times of peak pressure. These units are owned by SBUHB. In December 2024, two further body storage units were hired to provide additional contingency 

5. On average, since September 2024, what is the longest period a body has been stored at a hospital morgue within the Health Board due to delays with issuing a death certificate. 

To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 
There can be a number of reasons why a deceased patient may remain within our hospital mortuary for an extended length of time, and there can also be a number of reasons why there may be a delay within the death certification process. Any patient who is within our care for longer than necessary will be afforded a high standard of care and would be compliant with all HTA (Human Tissue Authority) regulations. Each patient is known to both the Mortuary team & Care After Death Service, who work in collaboration to ensure that all deceased are released into the care of the nominated funeral director as soon as possible.
5a. How does this compare with the same period in 2023? 

Please see Q5. 
___________________________________________________________
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