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You asked:
[bookmark: _Hlk208481440]Please provide the following information, broken down by financial year (e.g., 2022/23, 2023/24, 2024/25) and separated for adults and children/young people:
1. The average waiting time from initial referral to the first diagnostic assessment for autism.

Adult Service
2022/23 - 111 weeks
2023/24 - 123 weeks
2024/25 - 143 weeks

Children’s Service
I can confirm that this information is not recorded centrally for the Children’s service. To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time.

2. The longest waiting time from initial referral to the first diagnostic assessment for autism.
We are unable to provide you with the level of detail you are seeking as it relates to a single individual and there is a potential risk of identifying the individual if this was disclosed. Therefore, the data is classed as personal data as defined under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR. We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk208481629]The total number of individuals currently on the waiting list for an autism diagnosis.

Adult Service – 1856 patients at 31st August 2025
Children’s Service – 441 patients at 10th September 2025

4. The number of new referrals for an autism diagnosis received each year.

Adult Service
2022/23 - 874
2023/24 - 1018
2024/25 - 875

Children’s Service
Please note that this information is only recorded by calendar year, therefore this is what is provided below.
2022 - 675
2023 - 529
2024 - 424
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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