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Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 25-D-003





On 22nd April 2024, you asked that we provide details of the antibiotic medication administered to three patients selected at random from patients who were successfully treated for Klebsiella Variicola from 1st July to 31st August 2023.
On 2nd April 2025 you clarified “I wanted to know which antibiotics were successfully prescribed for Klebsiella Variicola during the period in question. By ‘successfully prescribed’, I mean that the patient cleared the infection and was subsequently discharged home. I only need to know about the antibiotics that were prescribed for this infection.”
On 1st May 2025 we provided you with three patients picked at random who were successfully treated for Klebsiella Variicola in the specified time period and a list of the antibiotics administered to these individuals. We advised at this time that under section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act, we were not able to break them down further to divulge how many of the patients they were prescribed to or in what combination, as this would constitute personal data which is exempt under the Act. 

On 28th May 2025, you responded further requesting;

I request the following information separately for each of the three patients:
· A unique anonymized identifier for the patient.
· A list of all antibiotics administered during their inpatient stay relevant to Klebsiella variicola.
· A list of all antibiotics prescribed at discharge relevant to Klebsiella variicola.
· For each antibiotic listed, please include the dosage, frequency, route (IV/PO), and setting (inpatient/discharge).
The current aggregated response stating that an unknown number of patients received an unknown combination from the list does not provide the specific patient-level treatment data requested.

We are not able to break down the medications listed in our previous response to each individual patient, whether anonymised or not, as this would consitute personal data which is exempt under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act. Further to this, there is a potential risk of identifying the individual if this was disclosed. 
The data is classed as personal data as defined under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR. We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.
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