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  Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.  We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 24-I-008






You asked:
I would like to request the following information: 
1. How many Physician Associates are currently employed by your organisation?
Please provide the number of permanent and fixed-term Physician Associates.
There are currently, as of September 2024, 30 Physician Associates employed by Swansea Bay University Health Board, 26 of which are permanent with 4 being fixed term Physician Associates.
2. Please provide copies of any policies regarding Physician Associates in your organisation.
This may include policies regarding the scope of practice, clinical procedures, governance, supervision, and appraisal processes for Physician Associates.
We have recently responded to an FOIA request regarding this subject. Therefore I can confirm that the information you are seeking is held on our website within our FOIA disclosure log. Under Section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act (information accessible by other means), we are not required to provide information in response to a request if the information is already reasonably accessible to you. May I therefore recommend that you look at this link to our website: 
https://sbuhb.nhs.wales/files/freedom-of-information-disclosure-log-2024/january/24-a-082-physician-associates-docx/
3. Please provide details of any patient safety incidents where the clinician involved was a Physician Associate.
For these incidents, please include a breakdown by year, severity, and categorisation (e.g., department, nature of the incident, patient harm, outcome, organisation response, etc.).
There is no category in the Datix field for ‘Physician Associate.’ However, a search for ‘Physician Associate’ (and variations thereof) was performed using the free text description of reported incidents. Both old and new Datix systems were searched, up to 23rd September 2024 and fewer than 5 incidents were identified. *
* Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number or a breakdown of these incidents due to the low numbers involved, as there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

4. Are there any rotas where Physician Associates sit on the same tier as any doctor?
Please provide copies of these rotas and any meeting minutes or emails where this decision was made
There are no rotas where Physician Associates sit on the same tier as doctors. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
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