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You asked:
Could you provide answers to the below questions for each hospital in your health board, please?  

1. How many doses of each of the following strengths of Meropenem have you issued in the last 12 months - 1st December 2023 to 1st December 2024. 
 
500mg - 1738
1 gram - 112
2 grams - Nil
 
2. What are the main areas of your hospital where Meropenem is used? 

Oncology, Haematology and ITU. Meropenem is also used across all in-patient areas as per the guideline recommendations or for resistant infections 

3. What are the main conditions you use Meropenem to treat? 

Neutropenic sepsis. Second line for other types of sepsis, Meropenem is reserved for patients with renal impairment and non- severe penicillin allergies

4. How do you currently administer Meropenem via bolus or infusion? If you infuse, do you use gravity or pump sets? 

Swansea Bay University Health Board endorsed administration guidelines recommend infusion as standard (exceptions are made for patients on fluid restriction and diagnosed with severe sepsis but are unlicensed)

5. Where is your Meropenem currently reconstituted (e.g., wards or aseptic units)? 
Wards. 
6. Do you face any challenges when administering Meropenem? 

Not that Swansea Bay University Health Board are aware of. 

7. Do you frequently experience drug shortages of Meropenem? 
Swansea Bay University Health Board has not experienced a drug shortage of Meropenem in the last 12 months, 1st December 2023 to 1st December 2024. 
8. How many medication errors do you experience per month when administering Meropenem? 

In the last 12 months, 1st December 2023 to 1st December 2024, there have been <5* errors when administering Meropenem. 

* Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.
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