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You asked:
Please provide the following data on potent synthetic opioids, in particular fentanyl and nitazene, for the period between January 1st, 2019 to the current date, broken down by calendar year.
Please send me: 
1. The total number of deaths where nitazenes and fentanyl were identified or suspected from January 1st, 2019 to the current date. Please break down the data by calendar year.
The Health Board’s information systems do not code the cause of death; such information could only be obtained by reference to the individual’s death certificate. Death certificates are not held by the Health Board, but by the Registrar of Deaths (in the local authority), please contact them for this information.

2. Any data on reported overdoses and hospitalisations where nitazenes and fentanyl were identified or suspected from January 1st, 2019 to the current date. Please break down the data by calendar year.
We have provided the information for patients that attended our Emergency Department in the period 01.01.19 to 31.10.24 with “overdose” and “nitazene” or “fentanyl” recorded on their attendance record.
In the whole period, 8 patients fit this criteria. We are not able to break this down by year as requested, as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

3. Provide the number of cases in which nitazenes and fentanyl were recorded in toxicology reports for patients attending healthcare facilities between January 1st, 2019 to the current date.
I can confirm that SBUHB do not undertake analysis for these tests and there were no requests received during this period.

4. Please provide copies of any reports, surveys, or risk assessments on  Nitazenes conducted by or shared with your health authority during January 1st, 2019 to the current date.
Please see attachments 1, 2 and 3.

We have also provided excerpts of documents below that are relevant and fall within the scope of this request. We are not able to provide these documents in full.
The Health Board recognises its duty to protect its staff, patients and individuals, and we will not jeopardise this duty by providing this information.   In our opinion, the information contained therein (ie. identification of certain drugs) would be of interest to people seeking illicit drugs and/or those supplying illicit drugs and if placed into the public domain could result in further overdoses.
We have also considered the harm, which will or will be likely to arise from the release of this information along with information already in the public domain. 
Section 38(2) – Health and Safety of the Act – states that: 
38(1) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to – 
(a) endanger the physical or mental health of any individual, or 
(b) endanger the safety of any individual. 
(2) The duty to confirm or deny does not arise if, or to the extent that, compliance with section 1(1)(a) would, or would be likely to, have either of the effects mentioned in subsection (1).

Therefore, the Health Board considers that the public interest in withholding the information outweighs any arguments for disclosure.


· Excerpt 1

from: November 2024 LIN newsletter.

Nitazenes: A New Type of Super-Strength Synthetic Opioid

Nitazenes are synthetic opioids which are tens to hundreds of times more potent than morphine1. Like morphine, nitazenes suppress the respiratory system, which can result in death, but effects are seen at much lower doses1. Nitazenes were once associated with contaminated batches of heroin, however they are increasingly being found in counterfeit medication (e.g. benzodiazepines, oxycodone) and have been detected in cocaine and synthetic cannabis (‘spice’)1,2. As a result, there are concerns users may be unaware what they are taking and at risk of overdose. 

Further information, which may be particularly helpful for professionals who encounter people who use drugs, can be found in the NHS National Patient Safety Alert (July 23) and Public Health Wales announcement (Dec 23).
Ref: 1. Everything you need to know about nitazenes (PJ) 2. Warning as high potency synthetic opioids identified in illicit benzodiazepine market (PHW)

· Excerpt 2

from: December 2023 awareness raising report emails

WEDINOS have seen an increase over recent months in the number of diazepam/Valium/MSJ tablets confirmed as containing a nitazene (synthetic opioid), namely metonitazene.

Further information regarding nitazenes is available via WEDINOS' most recent annual report: https://www.wedinos.org/resources/downloads/Annual-Report-22-23-English.pdf”

· Excerpt 3

from: From Urgent Briefing June 2024

Anecdotal feedback from people with lived experience suggests:

1)	People are opting to use illicit (non-prescribed) methadone due to the volatile nature of the  current heroin markets, with variable “purity” rates. People are also “worried” about the risk of unknown adulterants such as nitazenes, a synthetic opioid, being added into the supply chain. 
2)	People are also finding it difficult to access and maintain medically assisted treatment programmes in the community.
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