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  Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.  We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 24-G-029






You asked:
· The Health Board’s policy on the management of aortic dissection which was in place in October 2022; 
Please see appendices CTA for dissection RCR guidelines and CT protocols attached.

· The Emergency Department Protocols in October 2022 for requests for CT angiograms and aortograms; 
Aortic dissection is a well-recognised risk in the Emergency Department and part of a number of national awareness campaigns as well as forming part of standard teaching.

I can confirm that SBUHB do not have a formal protocol for requesting CT angiogram and aortograms. If a patient is clinically assessed and deemed to require a CT they would be requested at that point by phone to the Radiology registrar.


· The Radiology Department Protocols in October 2022 for requests for CT angiograms and aortograms; 
Swansea Bay University Health Board Radiology department did not have a formal departmental policy for accepting these scans in October 2022. All scans are discussed on an individual basis between a registrar/middle grade or above with a Radiology registrar or consultant. 

· Details of all mortality reviews undertaken by the Health Board following aortic dissection between 2020 to date (we appreciate that patient names will need to be redacted). 
Between 01.01.2020 and 31.03.2024 (most recent complete data available) 21 patients with a diagnosis of “aortic dissection” during their inpatient stay that then passed away during that stay (of any cause) had a mortality review completed.

8 were reviewed under the all Wales 3-stage system with no concerns identified.
The remaining 13 were reviewed by the Medical Examiners Service which replaces the 3-stage system. The Medical Examiners Service is statutory in England and Wales and all patient deaths, be that in hospital or in the community will not be issued a Certificate of Death unless reviewed by the Medical Examiners service (or Coroner).
Of these 13, 8 were reviewed by the Medical Examiner with no referral required, and the remaining 5 were reviewed by the “Learning from Deaths” panel.
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