[image: C:\Users\su001508\Desktop\New logos Swansea Bay\Abertawe_Swansea NHS Health Board.jpg] Cadeirydd/Chair: Emma Woollett
Prif Weithredwr dros dro/Interim Chief Executive: Dr Richard Evans

gofalu am ein gilydd, cydweithio, gwella bob amser
 caring for each other, working together, always improving

	
    Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.  We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 24-B-017 





You asked:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]In 2022/2023 (or for the last recorded year with data available), in your Health Board, how many of the following did you record?
a)      Paediatric patients with suspected septic arthritis in native joints
b)      Paediatric patients with suspected prosthetic joint infection (PJI)
c)      Adult patients with suspected septic arthritis in native joints
d)      Adult patients with suspected prosthetic joint infection (PJI)
To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 
2. Does your Trust/Health Board follow or have any locally developed/adapted guidelines for the diagnosis and treatment of septic arthritis in native joints and prosthetic joint infections in both adults and paediatric patients?

a) If yes, please state which guidelines have been adapted and please provide a copy of your local guidelines
Yes. Please see attached guidelines for Periprosthetic Joint Infections (Appendix 1) and Persistent Wound Ooze and Periprosthetic Joint Infections (Appendix 2)
3. When investigating suspected septic arthritis in native joints in both paediatric and adult patients, is a synovial fluid sample collected before or after antibiotics are administered and commenced?
Yes
a) Is joint aspirate collected in ED/triage, Assessment unit, inpatient 
ward, or theatre?

This is decided case by case. 

b) Who typically performs the procedure and collects the sample? (Please specify job role)

Senior House Oficer, Registrar or Consultant

c) Does the above differ for suspected prosthetic joint infections? If yes, 
please clarify how this differs

Yes, all suspected prosthetic joint infection aspirations are done in theatre.
4.      What clinician would typically manage paediatric patients with suspected septic arthritis in native joints? (please select one or multiple)
a)     Paediatric Consultant - 			Yes
b)    Orthopaedic Consultant – 			Yes 
c)    Infectious Diseases Consultant – 	Yes 
d)    Other (please specify)

4. Are patients discharged before culture results from synovial fluid aspirate are received? If yes, what requirements need to be met before patients are discharged?

No 
Questions for lab/diagnostic team(s):

6.      For adult and paediatric patients with suspected septic arthritis of native joints, what are the mean turnaround times (in hours, or if more appropriate, working days) for results on the following tests from receipt of specimen: (please provide an answer for each result)
a)      Gram Stain				
Same day 
b) Culture					

5 days direct culture, plus further 2 days 
culture from sub culture of enrichment broth.

c) Blood culture				

5- 10 days depending on clinical details		
d) White blood cell count		

Only performed for prosthetic joint aspirate samples. Mean turnaround time is same day.

7.      Does your Trust/Health Board conduct PCR testing of bacteria from synovial fluid of patients who have suspected septic arthritis of native joints?
Yes
If yes:
a) Is this testing conducted on site? 

Within Microbiology Lab 

b) At what point is testing requested – when the culture is negative or on 
request?

Samples are tested as per our agreed criteria within SOP.

c) How long is the average turnaround time for results from receipt of 
specimen?

Same day turnaround

d) What organisms are routinely tested for?

Numerous bacteria and yeasts
8.      Does your Trust/Health Board conduct 16S PCR testing of bacteria from synovial fluid of patients who have suspected septic arthritis of native joints?
No 
Joint question – input from both clinician and lab/diagnostic team:
9.      For joint infections, in your Trust/Health Board, please confirm the following:
a)      Which roles or stakeholders are involved in the design of diagnostic pathways and introducing change/pathway improvement?
Bone Infection team, Joint Infection Team and Microbiology 
b)      Which team(s) hold the budget for investing and implementing in new technologies across the pathway (e.g. rapid diagnostic testing)?
Swansea Bay University Health Board and Microbiology. 
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