
Management of Persistent wound Ooze and 
Periprosthetic Joint Infections

Aso B Mohammed (SSI Lead)

CID:  4472  Published:  December 2022 Next Review Due:  December 2025

Paper copies of this document should be kept to a minimum and checks made with the electronic version to ensure that the printed version is the most recent.



Introduction

• Persistent wound leakage (PWL) after TJA.
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I- PWL

• Evidence-based clinical guideline is lacking. 
• Incidence of PWL: 0.2% and 21% ( variation in definition).
• Can be physiological in the first days after index surgery. 
• Retrograde pathway for infection. Low threshold for early surgical.
• Timing of surgery: PWL >5 days increases infection in THR 42% and in   

TKR 29% 
PWL > 5 days increase PJI by 12 folds. 
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PWL

• Definition: (International Consensus Meeting (ICM) 2013)              
• >2 x 2 cm of drainage in the wound dressing beyond 72 hours after 

index surgery.
• It recommended surgical treatment should be performed if wound 

drainage persists for longer than 5-7 days after index surgery.
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• Category 1
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• Category 2
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• Category 3
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• Category 4
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Summary of management of PWL

• Know category of ooze.
• History (malnourishment, DM, intraoperative haemostasis, etc) and 

clinical examination for signs of infection. 
• Diagnostic blood tests from day 4.
• Daily observation required.
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