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    Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.  We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 23-I-010






You asked:
The HSJ has reported that many NHS hospital buildings have been constructed with RAAC, which is in some cases reaching the end of safe use and causing danger to staff and patients. 
1) Where, if at all, has RAAC been identified within the health board?
The Health Board commissioned specialist structural engineers to undertake a survey to appraise SBUHB existing buildings. The survey concluded that the level of risk relating to RAAC was low. 

Most of our buildings have now been surveyed and no RAAC has been found. 
There are some small areas remaining which, because of access issues, still need to be investigated. 

For 22 of those 28, we have now provided additional evidence which is being reviewed by our Structural Engineer. An order has been placed to undertake the work required to confirm that RAAC is not present in those areas. The construction of the building meant without further work the surveys could not definitively say RAAC was not present. This has been scheduled to take place over the next couple of months. However, the risk is considered low due to the fact it has not been found elsewhere on the sites concerned.

2) Where identified, has any assessment been made of RAAC structural strength? Please share these with us.
Not found

3) [bookmark: _GoBack]Have any risk assessments been completed in line with Regulation 3 of The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999? Please share these with us.
Yes.  The Health Board appointed Curtins to undertake the risk assessment of our properties for RAAC on our behalf, in accordance with the guidance released by NHS Shared Services Estates.  The review covered a total of 132 buildings, of within which 28 area were found to need further investigation, and a risk assessment was provided for those buildings.  The Health Board has witheld details of the actual risk assessment, which is a document listing areas where further investigation is required due to access issues.

This information is being witheld under Section 38 (health & safety) of the FOIA.
Section 38 – Health and Safety of the Act – states that: 
38(1) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to – 
(a) endanger the physical or mental health of any individual, or 
(b) endanger the safety of any individual. 
(2) The duty to confirm or deny does not arise if, or to the extent that, compliance with section 1(1)(a) would, or would be likely to, have either of the effects mentioned in subsection (1).
The Health Board recognises its duty to protect its staff, patients and individuals, and we will not jeopardise this duty by providing this information.  If we disclose the detailed risk assessment, which provides a breakdown of areas on our sites, we believe this may have a detrimental effect on the mental health of the public and/or staff when attending/working on our sites.  The document will contain details of areas where further investigation is required and it may therefore concern individuals and/or our staff that RAAC exists, when it is very likely that that it doesn’t.  Therefore until we carry out these investigations we are required to withhold the detailed risk assessment plan.  
Therefore, the Health Board considers that the public interest in withholding the information outweighs any arguments for disclosure.
4) Who is the key officer or expert in the Health Board with whom we can further liaise directly about safety of the estate?
Des Keighan – Assistant Director of Estates

5) Where RAAC has been identified, what mitigations have been made and proposed? Please share with us a timescale of completed and planned works.
Not applicable

6) Where RAAC has been identified, what are the plans for evacuation? Please include what the trigger point for evacuation would be, and how would doctors will be affected under these plans. 
Not applicable

7) Are there, or may there be, circumstances of danger which may be reasonably believed to be serious and imminent?
No


_____________________________________________________________ 
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