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Please note that the Health Board is carrying out significant work around recruitment
generally and has a dedicated area on its website for recruitment:
https://sbuhb.nhs.wales/jobs/jobs-and-volunteering.

Work is underway to almost double the number of new nurses being recruited to
Swansea Bay. Hundreds of nurses from overseas, known as internationally educated
nurses, are being recruited to join the health board. Recruitment of internationally
educated nurses is a key part of the health board’s recruitment and retention plans.
The health board is also looking to identify existing staff who wish to progress further
by developing additional skills. In the last financial year, the health board recruited
140 internationally educated nurses. The target of 350 offers for overseas nurses for
2022/23 has been met. The plan for 2023/24 is to recruit a further 350 nurses.

Healthcare support workers are also being encouraged to up-skill and expand their
roles. We are also run a scheme with Swansea University where a number of our
healthcare support workers have the opportunity to train part-time to become
registered nurses while still working as support workers. Other initiatives include the
expansion of band four healthcare support worker roles across the organisation.

You asked:

I would like to know how much Swansea Bay UHB pays weekly and/or annually for
agency staff and how many agency staff are used each week.

Can this be shown for each hospital or unit within each hospital?

Our response:

You clarified on 20t June 2023 that you are referring to nursing agency staff only.

Please note that we have provided this information for nursing and health care
support worker staff for the period 04/04/22 to 02/04/23.

We are not able to provide the number of agency staff used for each week, but we
have provided the number of shifts and hours booked for nursing agency staff for
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these weeks, alongside the amounts spent.

Please find attached a breakdown of the information you have requested, with the
financial costs for each period linked to the bookings for the relevant week.
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