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gofalu am ein gilydd, cydweithio, gwella bob amser
 caring for each other, working together, always improving

	
    Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.  We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 23-H-009






You asked:
1) Does Swansea Bay University Health Board offer fertility preservation for transgender individuals on the NHS?                 
Yes

2) Is a referral from a General Practitioner sufficient enough for a transgender individual to be considered for fertility preservation on the NHS? 
No

3) If a referral from a General Practitioner isn't sufficient enough for transgender individuals to be considered for fertility preservation, then could you provide confirmation that the referral would need to come from the Welsh Gender Service? 
Yes

4) In the case that a referral for fertility preservation for a transgender individual would need to come from the Welsh Gender Service, is it possible for transgender individuals to access fertility preservation privately on the NHS while they are waiting to be seen by the Welsh Gender Service? 
Yes, but any private treatment would cancel the NHS eligibility. 
There would also need to be evidence that the patient was either referred or being seen in transgender services as we need assurances about their suitability for that transformation.

5) If accessing fertility preservation privately on the NHS is an option, how does an individual access it? 
Patients can contact the department directly to book an appointment. The best form of communication is email on Admin.Wfi@wales.nhs.uk

6) If accessing fertility preservation privately on the NHS is an option, could you provide confirmation of the cost of preserving fertility of sperm and eggs and the yearly cost of storage for sperm and eggs?
Egg freezing cycle is £3300 (excluding drugs costs – this is not included, patients should allow between £800-£1,500 for drugs)
Self-funded sperm freezing is £550 for the first year as this includes required screening prior to freeze.
Annual storage fees are then charged at £305 per year.  

7) [bookmark: _GoBack]If accessing fertility preservation privately on the NHS is an option, is it later possible for a transgender individual to no longer need to pay for the private cost once they have been referred to by Welsh Gender Service? 
Please see question 4.

8) For how long can sperm and eggs be kept in storage for? 
Storage can be up to 50 years.

9) What is the waiting time to be seen by the NHS for fertility preservation once an individual has been referred? 
The current waiting time as at 10/8/23 is 8 weeks from referral to first appointment.
A non-complex egg collection would then be approximately 8-12 weeks dependant on cycles. 
A non-complex sperm freeze would be approx. 6-8 weeks.

10) Would an individual living in the Cardiff and Vale University Health Board be referred to the Wales Fertility Institute's site of University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff? 
Patients can be offered a new consultation on either the university Hospital of Wales, Cardiff (UHW) or Neath Port Talbot Hospital site. All follow up reviews with clinicians are undertaken virtually, and any subsequent nurse clinics and theatre appointments are undertaken on the Neath Port Talbot site. 
Sperm freezing is offered at our UHW site only.
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