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N H S Swansea Bay University gofalu am ein gilydd, cydweithio, gwella bob amser
Health Board caring for each other, working together, always improving

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a
delay.

Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 22-K-040

You asked:

Please provide the Orthopaedic Department criteria for assessing referrals i.e. what is
the criteria for an 'urgent' referral for a hip or knee replacement from a GP?

Our response:

The criteria for urgent grading for hip and knee replacements falls in line with the
Royal College of Surgeon’s prioritisation criteria.

A decision is made after a review of the referral and viewing of relevant imaging/X-
rays.

Urgent referral criteria includes;

- Urgent Suspected cancer (USC)

- Evidence of infection

- Significant Bony collapse

- Avascular necrosis with collapse (not subchondral cysts typical with arthritis
mistakenly reported as avascular necrosis)

- Joint deformity consistent with imminent ligament failure
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