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Dear 
I refer to your Freedom of Information Act Request acknowledged by ourselves on 31st January 2022.  Your request sought information relating to Iron Therapy.

Please note that the 6 month period cover April to September 2021 and the 12 month period covers September 2020 to September 2021.
1. How many patients have been treated in the last 6 months (for any disease) with the following products: 
· Feraccru (ferric maltol capsules) – 6 patients
· Ferinject (ferric carboxymaltose injection/infusion) – 7 patients (this has also been issued as a stock item to a ward, so true patient numbers will be higher)
· Monofer (ferric derisomaltose injection) - 647 patients (this has also been issued as a stock item to several wards, so true patient numbers will be higher)
· Cosmofer (iron dextran injection) – 72 patients
· Venofer (iron sucrose injection) - 6 patients (this has also been issued as a stock item to a ward, so true patient numbers will be higher)
· Any of the above 5 products - 724 patients (this has also been issued as a stock item to a ward, so true patient numbers will be higher)


2. For the patients treated in the last 6 months with any of products listed in Q1, how many patients were diagnosed (at any point in the last 12 months) with the following: 
· Chronic Kidney Disease (ICD10 code – N.18)   
· Heart Failure (ICD10 code – I.50) 
· Inflammatory Bowel Disease (ICD10 codes – K.50 to K.52) 
· Malignant neoplasms (ICD10 codes C.00 to c.96)
· Post-Partum Haemorrhage (ICD10 code O.72)
I can confirm Swansea Bay Health Board does not hold this information centrally. Due to the way that our systems record information, we are not able to tell you how many patients were diagnosed with the above. To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time.
However, I can confirm that 159 of the patients from question 1 were admitted to hospital in the last 12 months and treated for one or more of the above issues during their inpatient stay.
3. For the patients treated in the last 6 months with any of products listed in Q1, how many patients undertook the following elective surgeries at any point in the last 12 months:  
· Primary Hip Replacement (OPCS codes W371, W381 and W941)
· Hysterectomy (OPCS codes Q074 and Q075)
· Colorectal Resection (OPCS codes H071, H0712, H073, H074, H333 and H336)
· Coronary Artery Bypass Graft (OPCS code K453)
· Cardiac Valve Surgery (OPCS codes K262 and K255)
6 patients from question 1 undertook one of the above surgeries in the last 12 months. We are not able to break this down by operation as due to the low numbers there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
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Hazel Lloyd
Interim Director of Corporate Governance
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