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    Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.  We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.Dyddiad/Date: 1st February 2022
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I refer to your Freedom of Information Act Request acknowledged by ourselves on 7th January 2022.  Your request sought information relating to maternity services at Neath Port Talbot Hospital.
1. Please provide me with the assessments and/or information used to review and decide upon the suspension of maternity services, specifically including the decision to suspend the home birth service and the closure of Neath Port Talbot Birth Centre, from the dates of July 2021-present. 

Find attached the relevant risk assessments undertaken – Appendix 1 and 2.

Please note that last year, maternity services came under severe pressure because of the number of staff who either had Covid-19 or had to self-isolate, as well as those who were unavailable for other reasons.
In response, the health board had to change how it provided some services. This included the very difficult decision to suspend the home birth service and, later, the Neath Port Talbot Hospital Birth Centre. This was to maintain and ensure safe maternity care, in line with professional guidance from the Royal College of Midwives and others.
The Bay Birth Unit at Singleton Hospital remained available throughout this time.  
The reopening of the Neath Port Talbot Birth Centre remain central to the health board’s recovery plan.

Swansea Bay University health board completed the recruitment of nine experienced midwives in January 2022 and ten graduate midwives have been employed following completion of their university studies between November and December 2021, with one graduate midwife appointment pending.
The reintroduction of homebirth will commence 1st February 2022.

I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
[image: cid:image002.png@01D7E51B.D422D810]
Hazel Lloyd
Interim Director of Corporate Governance
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Bwrdd Iechyd Prifysgol Bae Abertawe yw enw gweithredu Bwrdd Iechyd Lleol Prifysgol Bae Abertawe
Swansea Bay University Health Board is the operational name of Swansea Bay University Local Health Board
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