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I refer to your Freedom of Information Act Request acknowledged by ourselves on 5th January 2022.  Your request sought information relating to COVID-19.

Please note that we can only provide information on patient’s admission reason and treatment up to 31st August 2021. When a patient is admitted to hospital, their primary admission reason (e.g. COVID-19) is “coded” against their admission on our systems at some point during their inpatient stay. As this information feeds through the system, and dependent on how long a patient is admitted for, the information for a period is not “complete” until approximately 3 to 4 months after the period has passed.
I would be grateful if you could provide answers to the following questions regarding Morriston Hospital:
1. How many people have been admitted to Morriston Hospital for treatment between March 2020 and November 2021?
I can confirm that the information you are seeking is held on our Disclosure Log on our website. Under Section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act (information accessible by other means), we are not required to provide information in response to a request if the information is already reasonably accessible to you. May I therefore recommend that you look at this link to our disclosure log, which contains details of where you can obtain the information you require: https://sbuhb.nhs.wales/files/freedom-of-information-disclosure-log-2021/october/21-j-032-number-of-admissions-fact-check 

2. How many people have been admitted to Morriston Hospital irrefutably due to COVID-19 between March 2020 and November 2021?
Please note that as per your request we have provided the number of patients admitted. This means that if a patient was admitted more than once in the period, they have only been counted once.

1124 individuals have been admitted to Morriston Hospital with an admitting diagnosis of “COVID-19” in the period 01.03.20 to 31.08.21.

3. How many deaths have been recorded at Morriston Hospital for any reason between March 2020 and November 2021?
2147 individual deaths were recorded at Morriston Hospital for any reason in the period 01.03.20 to 31.08.21.

4. How many deaths have been recorded at Morriston Hospital irrefutably due to COVID-19 between March 2020 and November 2021 (excluding deaths for any reason within 28 days of a positive test and with no comorbidities)?
I can confirm that Swansea Bay University Health Board does not hold this information. 
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) provide us with data relating to COVID deaths where COVID-19 is mentioned anywhere on the death certificate, including as a contributing factor. We are not able to split this data further in order to exclude contributing factors to death, therefore we recommend that you contact the ONS, who may be able to provide this breakdown for you on foi.team@ons.gov.uk.

5. How many beds are classified as "set aside" for the purposes of treatment for those patients admitted irrefutably due to COVID-19 at Morriston Hospital?
Beds are routinely set aside for patients with COVID-19, but the number of beds each week are determined by demand and therefore this would change on a weekly basis throughout the period you have specified. 
 
As at 20th January 2022, this was Ward J – 29 beds, Ward R – 27 beds and general ITU where any patient who requires mechanical ventilation would be transferred.  

As at 20th January 2022, these beds did not have patients with active COVID-19, as some were patients who are “COVID-recovered” and some beds are empty (because we are unable to place non–COVID patients in them).
I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
[image: cid:image002.png@01D7E51B.D422D810]
Hazel Lloyd
Interim Director of Corporate Governance
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