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I refer to your Freedom of Information Act Request acknowledged by ourselves on 

12th February 2020.  Your request sought information relating to Adalimumab. 

 

Question 1 

 

  Rheumatology Dermatology Gastroenterology 

Is the branded 

biosimilar AMGEVITA 
listed on your 

formulary? 

Y Y Y 

 

Question 2 

 

Please complete the number of patients prescribed with the following 

products in the last 12 months within the Rheumatology, Dermatology and 

Gastroenterology departments:  

 

Please note that the figures we have provided are the totals for the speciality and 

product. We are not able to provide first or second line use as this is held within 

individual patient notes. To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and 

search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours 

limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act 
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provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day 

period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request 

for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 

 

Product/place in the 
Adalimumab 

therapy pathway*  

Rheumatology Dermatology Gastroenterology 

AMGEVITA  0 70 78 

HUMIRA  74 8 19 

HYRIMOZ  0 0 0 

IMRALDI  360 9 0 

*How many patients receive the listed therapies as a first or second treatment once 

they reach the biologic/biosimilar part of their treatment pathway? For example, 

according to the NICE Pathway, psoriasis patients should receive topical therapy, 

then systemic non-biological therapy, then systemic biological therapy. We would 

like to know which therapies are received first and second in the biological therapy 

part of the pathway.  

 

Question 3 

Please complete the table below: 

  

Are any local guidelines 
followed that recommend 

earlier use of anti-TNF 

biologics/biosimilars in 
the treatment pathway?  

Are there occasions where 
patients can receive 

Adalimumab outside of NICE 

/SMC /AWMSG /National 
criteria? 

D
e
r
m

a
to

lo
g

y
 

Psoriasis Y Y 

R
h

e
u

m
a
to

lo
g

y
 

Psoriatic arthritis N Y 

Rheumatoid 
arthritis 

N Y 

Ankylosing 
Spondylitis 

N Y 

G
a
s
tr

o
e
n

te
r
o

lo
g

y
 

Crohn’s disease N Y 

Ulcerative colitis N Y 
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Question 4 

 

What is the contractual agreement for seeing and treating patients with anti-

TNF biologics between you and your referring CCGs/Health Boards?  

 

Not applicable within NHS Wales Health Boards. Swansea Bay Health Board are not 

commissioned to treat patients. 

 

I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further please contact us at 

FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.  

Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals 

seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to 

request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain 

about the Health Board’s handling of your request please contact me directly at the 

address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.  

If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the 

matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office 

(Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone 

Number: 029 2067 8400.   

Yours sincerely 

 

Pam Wenger 

Director of Corporate Governance 




