The Welsh NHS Confederation Brexit Newsletter

			What Happened This Week... 

First off, I would like to thank all those who presented and attended our Brexit Networking event earlier today at Life Science Hub Wales. It was my last event as the Director of the Welsh NHS Confederation and it was great to hear from Andrew Goodall about the Welsh Government’s Brexit priorities and also to learn more about the work of Public Health Wales and the WLGA. The questions and the discussions following the presentations clearly highlighted continued interest in Brexit and the impact it could have on our health and social care system. All the presentations from the event will be on our website in due course.

In terms of the Welsh NHS Confederation other work this week, on Monday we attended and supported the Health & Social Care Brexit Ministerial Stakeholder Advisory Forum where reassurances was reiterated about the preparedness for a no-deal scenario. This was echoed on Tuesday where senior management teams across the Welsh NHS met with Welsh Government to further confirm that the health care sector in Wales is as prepared as it can be to manage the consequences of whatever happens on the 29th of March; we also attend a Welsh Government HSS Brexit Communications meeting. On Wednesday I presented at the Academi Wales Brexit Event in Cardiff where I highlighted the preparations NHS Wales have been making for a no-deal Brexit.
 
Of course this week was also busy for the Welsh and UK Governments, with the First Minister for Wales giving an update on EU negotiations in the National Assembly, questions posed to the Counsel General and Brexit Minister during Plenary, Theresa May giving a live statement on Brexit, and the UK Government issuing guidance on reciprocal healthcare arrangements. We will of course distribute any information from the Welsh Government once published.
 
All of this of course within the context of the changing dates for a possible Meaningful Vote 3 and the extension of Article 50 (to 22 May if the Withdrawal Agreement is passed, or to 12 April to decide a way forward).
 
This will be my last newsletter as Director of the Welsh NHS Confederation before I leave to start my new role in Powys County Council. But don’t worry – this newsletter will continue to be sent on a regular basis. 
 
Please visit our website for more information and resources on current developments and our FAQ page to keep up to date with latest developments.
 
 
Vanessa Young, 
Director, Welsh NHS Confederation 
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