Curtain set to rise on Morriston Hospital Music Festival
Thursday, 28 September 2017 
Music will be just what the doctor ordered at Morriston Hospital for the first two weeks of October.
 
[image: Morriston Music Festival Pegbox]The Morriston Music Festival gets under way on Sunday, October 1st, and features 16 concerts, all free of charge, in the main foyer and on the wards.
 
Research has shown that music benefits people’s recovery from illness – though the festival is not just for patients but visitors and staff too.
 
Pegbox, pictured performing in Morriston last year, will make a welcome return
 
It is being sponsored by the Swansea International Festival, Western Power Distribution and Arts & Business Cymru.
 
The hospital is no stranger to live music, having hosted a concert series, as well as the inaugural Morriston Music Week in summer 2016.
 
ABMU arts in health coordinator Prue Thimbleby said: “We have worked with Music in Hospitals & Care and Live Music Now to bring together a great line-up of talented musicians.
 
“After the success of last year’s music week we are absolutely thrilled it has turned into a two-week festival thanks to the generous support of our sponsors.”
 
The festival fortnight will feature 10 performances in the main foyer starting at 3pm.
 
 
The opening act on Sunday 1st October is the Salvation Army Band. Other acts appearing in the first week are Seren Winds (Monday 2nd), Jamie Smith (Tuesday 3rd), Llewelyn Ifan Jones (Wednesday 4th) and Pegbox (Thursday 5th).
 
The second fortnight will feature Quartet 19 (Monday 9th), Chris Horner (Tuesday 10th), Icaris Duo (Wednesday 11th), Joy Cornock (Thursday 15th) and closing with Out of Nowhere on Sunday October 16th.
 
[image: Morriston Music Festival Joy Cornock]Right: Also returning is harpist Joy Cornock, seen here performing on one of the Morriston wards last year
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A further six performances will be staged for patients on appropriate wards within the hospital.
 
Swansea International Festival Artistic Director, Lyndon Jones, said: “I’m delighted we have found new opportunities to work with ABMU and Morriston Hospital to extend the festival’s reach.
 
“But more importantly we are contributing to the fascinating new work that indicates patients get better quicker if they can enjoy experiencing the arts as part of their treatment.”
 
Western Power Distribution’s Karen Welch said: “We believe large organisations like ours have a responsibility to play a full and active role in the communities they serve.
 
“Supporting events like this is a great way of showing our support for the community at large. We hope everyone attending will enjoy the festival.”
 
You can read the full festival programme here
Source: Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board 
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