Speech therapists helping to encourage new generation to their profession
Monday, 20 November 2017 
ABMU speech therapists have been helping to inspire others to join their profession.
 
[image: SpeechTherapyGroup]Around 30 people came along to a careers day at Neath Port Talbot Hospital to find out more about speech and language therapy.
 
Speech therapists (from left) Tabitha Mansel-Thomas, Leah Watson, Gina Rooke, Alys Cootes and Lowri Roberts at the careers day.
 
Speech and language therapists are trained to assess, diagnose and treat children and adults who have difficulties with speech, language, voice and communication, or with eating, drinking and swallowing disorders.
 
They work in a variety of settings - from hospitals and clinics to schools and play groups as well as in clients’ homes dealing with many different clinical conditions in patients of all ages.
 
Organised by Alys Cootes, Tabitha Mansel-Thomas, Lowri Roberts, Nia Jenkins and Judith Williams, the day offered an insight into some of the different client groups therapists work with as well as practical activities and a chance to meet both experienced and newly qualified therapists.
 
Other sessions provided more in-depth information about the specialist areas of cleft lip and palate and parent child interaction, as well a session from lecturer Ria Bayliss on how to apply for a speech therapy degree.
 
The event was attended by school pupils, students and those interested in a change of profession who were given an insight into two patients’ personal journeys with speech therapists Alison Buller and Jodie McCord.

Linda Nicholas shared her experiences of having a diagnosis of head and neck cancer while Paul Willment explained about dysphasia, the loss of language after a stroke.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: SpeechtherapyTable]Therapists with some of the students who attended the careers day.

This section proved particularly popular with the audience. One said: “Hearing the patients talk about their experience with their therapists was particularly insightful, previously I had not fully recognised the importance of a speech therapist’s work.”
 

[image: SpeechTherapyPatients]Another described the event as an inspiring and interesting day while another added: “This day has made me certain about pursuing a career in speech and language therapy.”
 
If anybody is interested in attending future career workshops, please contact Judith Williams on 01656 752143.
 
Paul Willment and Linda Nicholas who shared their own experiences with therapist Alison Buller (centre). 
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