Alex Howells to lead new NHS Wales health authority
Friday, 17 November 2017 
It is with very warm congratulations that we announce our interim Chief Executive, Alex Howells, has been appointed by Welsh Government to be the first chief executive of a brand new health authority, Health Education and Improvement Wales.
 
The new organisation, which launches in April, will be a single body for the commissioning, planning and development of education and training for the NHS workforce in Wales.
 
ABMU Chairman, Andrew Davies, said:
 
“I am confident that Alex will be excellent in this role and will be very successful in establishing this crucially important organisation.
“I am sure everyone will join me in wishing her well for the future.”
 
Alex said: “I am delighted to be appointed to this new role and this new organisation which will play an important part in addressing the workforce challenges affecting the NHS in Wales.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my nine years in ABMU Health Board, it is a fantastic place to work, but most importantly it is full of talented and committed staff who want the very best for patient care. Inevitably I will be sad to leave the many colleagues I have worked closely with over the years, both within the Health Board and in other organisations, and thank them all for the support they have given me. I would particularly like to thank the Board for giving me the opportunity and privilege to act into the Interim CEO role over the last eight months.”  
 
A recruitment process for a new chief executive for ABM University Health Board is already well underway, and an appointment will be made at the end of this month. Alex and Andrew will work closely with the new CEO to manage a smooth and successful transition over the coming months.
The new body Alex will lead will oversee the training and education of professions in NHS Wales. It is being set up following two independent reports to Welsh Government which called for a coordinated approach to developing our future workforce. It will be a special health authority, set up using powers under the 2003 NHS Act.
 
Vaughan Gething, Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Services, made this announcement earlier today:
 
“I am pleased to announce the appointment of Alex Howells as the first Chief Executive of Health Education and Improvement Wales (HEIW).
“The Chief Executive of HEIW is a pivotal and influential role within NHS Wales and the wider Welsh public sector.  Alex will have the opportunity to shape and cultivate the new single body responsible for overseeing the strategic development of the health workforce in Wales. 
 
“Alex brings a wealth of experience to the role. She started working in the NHS as a graduate management trainee and has held a number of senior management posts across South Wales over the last 20 years, including nine years as Director of Planning for Gwent Healthcare NHS Trust.
 
“Alex was appointed to Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board when it was formed in 2009, as Director of Primary, Community and Mental Health Services, and was made Chief Operating Officer in April 2012 with day to day responsibility for delivery of all clinical services within the Health Board.  Alex took up the interim role of Chief Executive of ABMU in March 2017. “
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