Swansea University’s Medical School named in UK’s top 3 alongside Oxford and Cambridge
Thursday, 4 May 2017 
Swansea University’s Medical School is celebrating after being named the 3rd best medical school in the UK – only beaten by Oxford and Cambridge.  
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The university, which was named Wales’s number one university in The Times Good University Guide last year, is one of only three universities in Wales to improve on last year’s position in The Complete University Guide 2018 by moving up one place to 44th in the UK. But it is the ongoing success of the Swansea University’s Medical School which has seen them secure a top three place - alongside the UK’s leading universities of Oxford and Cambridge.
 
Professor Keith Lloyd, Dean of the Medical School, said he was delighted to be in the company of such illustrious institutions in the 2018 rankings.
 
Prof Lloyd said: “I am delighted to be able to say that Swansea University’s Medical School is ranked 1st in the UK for research environment, 2nd for overall research quality and is now the UK’s 3rd best medical school beaten only by Oxford and Cambridge.
“The rankings are measured by our research quality and intensity, our employability and graduate prospects and student satisfaction. As a school we are constantly striving to innovate, expand and deliver  world-class education. This success is a huge pat on the back for all our staff and our students.
 
“Following the signing of the £1.3billion Swansea Bay City Region City Deal, of which the Medical School is a part through the ARCH partnership, we are committed to being part of delivering a region which can excel and attract the very best talent and skills, but also investment.”
 
Professor Lloyd added: “This is truly an exciting time for this region, the City Deal will allow us  to accelerate ARCH projects such as regional expansion of our Institute of Life Science and the Medical School’s Healthcare Technology and Innovation Centre on the Singleton Campus.  These projects will be central to helping us create new job and  support business growth in the health and life science sector and also allow us to create new products and services - which will not only deliver economic growth - but also positively benefit patients.”
 
ARCH (A Regional Collaboration for Health) is a unique partnership between Swansea University and ABM and Hywel Dda University Health Boards. ARCH forms the health and wellbeing element of the Swansea Bay City Region which aims to transform the economic landscape of the area with high-spec digital infrastructure and world-class facilities in the fields of health and life science innovation, energy and smart manufacturing.
 
ABMU and ARCH chairman Prof Andrew Davies has praised the success of the Medical School and emphasised the school’s critical role within delivering both the ARCH and City Region vision.
 
Professor Davies said: “I am delighted for the Medical School, this ranking demonstrates the excellence we have right here on our doorstep.
 
“Having been heavily involved as a Welsh Minister and local Assembly Member in establishing Swansea University’s Medical School it is a great pleasure for me to see the Medical School fulfilling the vision and ambitions we had for it in the early years of the Welsh Assembly - and showing the rest of the UK a clean pair of heels.
 
“ARCH is a pro-active response to the urgent requirement to reshape and upskill the workforce to be fit for purpose with changing service models, patient expectations and overall needs. We have already seen the establishment of the Medical School’s new Physician Associate course, which has seen 15 funded place students begin their training as in 2016 and funding agreed for a further 2017 intake.  ARCH aims to establish a pipeline which builds on the Medical School’s success to date by making the most of the opportunities to train future staff to meet the need articulated by the health boards.”
 
Professor Lloyd added: “I want to thank all our staff and students for their ongoing commitment to deliver world-class education, research and innovation that make a real difference for health and wellbeing.”
 
The Complete University Guide 2018 states:  “Swansea University has made a real statement in making a consistent Medicine Top 10 appearance since it first debuted in this subject table.  Swansea's meteoric rise to the top is driven by its research quality score, with the student satisfaction and graduate prospects scores solidly backing it up.”
 
For the Complete University Guide 2018 visit:
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings?s=medicine
 
Source: Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board 
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