Weather update – ABMU services
Thursday, 1 March 2018 
The severe winter weather is having an impact on our services, but staff are doing all they can to minimise disruption and ensure our sickest and most vulnerable patients continue to be well cared for.
 
 
We apologise for any inconvenience caused to patients whose appointments may be postponed, and will do our best to reschedule these as soon as possible.
 
Patients whose appointments or surgery are postponed are being contacted directly.
 
Outpatients
 
Outpatient appointments across ABMU were going ahead as normal this morning. In addition, where it was possible, urgent outpatient appointments have been brought forward from this afternoon and tomorrow for these patients to be seen early.
 
This afternoon and all day Friday all routine outpatient appointments will be postponed. However, urgent appointments are being reviewed on a case-by-case basis and where it is safe and possible, will go ahead.
 
Please note – radiotherapy, chemotherapy and renal dialysis appointments are NOT affected and will continue as normal.
 
Surgery
 
Day case surgery has continued this morning. However, routine, non-urgent planned surgery is being postponed this afternoon and on Friday.
Urgent and cancer patients, and emergency surgery will continue.
 
What we’re doing
 
We’ve invoked our business continuity plan, to ensure disruption is kept to a minimum. Accommodation has been identified at our sites for key staff who may need to stay overnight. We also have an increased management presence to support our clinical teams.
 
We have brought in extra staff to increase resilience, and have transport plans, including the use of 4x4s to assist staff who find it difficult to travel. So far our staffing situation remains stable.
 
We have health board Gold and Silver command structures in place to identify and deal with any operational issues as they arise; and are involving key stakeholders and other agencies.
 
 
NOTE: We have a special page on our website with updates on the impact on services. Please click here to see the latest.
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