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Following a detailed and in-depth discussion at the ABMU Health Board today, the board decided by a majority view to support the recommendations of the independent panel and the NHS Wales Health Collaborative over a Major Trauma Network for South and West Wales, and South Powys.
 
 
South Wales is currently the only area of the UK without a Major Trauma Network. Establishing our new network is key to supporting the region’s specialist clinicians and hospitals to provide the best outcomes for our most badly injured patients.
 
By working in partnership, the network is designed to not only increase the chances of survival for patients with the most severe injuries, but also maximise the best recovery outcomes.
 
ABMU will have a lead role in the network and its development, and Morriston Hospital will become the network’s Large Trauma Unit. The University Hospital of Wales in Cardiff will provide the network’s Major Trauma Centre - with neurosurgery and paediatric intensive care access for patients. The network will also include other trauma units and rehabilitation services.

Together, they will focus on providing the best care for very seriously injured patients.

As the designated network lead, ABMU will shape the detail of how the network will work, and this will include clarity over the enhanced requirements of Morriston Hospital as a large trauma unit, including funding and its continuing ability to deliver quality, accessible services.

ABMU fully acknowledges the reassurance that the population of South West Wales has sought, through the consultation process, that the distance from the Major Trauma Centre in Cardiff would not have an adverse impact on trauma patients.

We are totally committed to ensuring that network arrangements to give these assurances are identified, and are an integral part of the implementation process.
 
We were pleased to note the decision of the Emergency Ambulance Services Committee to review the evidence relating to the potential for better clinical outcomes if the EMRTS (Emergency Medical Retrieval and Transfer Service (Flying Doctors) ) operating hours are extended, so casualties can be attended by trauma and emergency doctors at the scene and then transported quickly.
 
The full paper to the Board on the Major Trauma Network can be found here.


Notes to editor

There was unanimous support by the ABMU Board for the establishment of a Major Trauma Network. Two non-officer members voted against the recommendation to site the Major Trauma Centre in Cardiff, and one abstained. One of the objections, and the abstention, were on the grounds of lack of clarity over costs. The other objection was in regards to the distance for patients from South West Wales going to a Cardiff-based trauma centre.
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