Lime tree that has stood since Victorian times gets protected status
Tuesday, 13 March 2018 
A familiar figure at a Bridgend hospital for more than a century will remain there for years to come after being awarded protected status.
 
[image: Glanrhyd lime summer]The lime tree that towers over the quadrangle in Glanrhyd Hospital has been around since Queen Victoria reigned over the British Empire.
 
It’s at least 120 years old and could be older – and now its longevity and importance have been recognised with a tree preservation order (TPO).
 
Staff at the hospital have a real liking for the lime, and can often be seen enjoying lunch in the shade of its branches on a sunny summer’s day. The tree is popular with patients too.
 
The preservation order was approved by Bridgend Council following an application by ABMU Health Board.
 
Damian Lewis, technical services support officer with ABMU’s energy and environment department, said the original conversation about having the tree protected started more than three years ago.
 
“Our capital planning manager Lesley Stuart, took a great interest in the tree and had a big influence on getting the TPO.
 
“It snowballed from there, really, and the application was made by our technical services officer Beverley Radford.
 
“We are all delighted the application was approved. It gives the tree protected status. It can’t be lopped, trimmed or cut down without applying for permission first.
 
“The tree is amazing. It’s the distinctive feature of Glanrhyd and we owe it to the wider community to preserve it.”
 
[image: Glanrhyd lime postcard]Research has been unable to pinpoint the lime’s exact age. Glanryhd was built in 1864 and it may have been planted as part of the original estate layout. A postcard scene (right) which includes the tree is thought to date to 1898.
 
Gardening supervisor Paul Waters described the Glanrhyd lime tree as a beautiful specimen.
 
“It’s part of the hospital – as soon as you arrive here it immediately catches your eye.
 
“It’s nice to have a tree that’s worth protecting.”
 
Catherine Roberts, locality lead occupational therapist, is among the staff who can sometimes be found having lunch by the lime.
 
“Staff and patients really appreciate the tree. We like coming out here in the summer and in the winter when it’s dry,” Catherine said.
 
“When patients have ground leave it’s nice for them to  have somewhere to sit too. It’s a lovely green area to have.”
 
Capital planning manager Lesley Stuart said she had a passion for trees and often drew people’s attention to the Glanryhd lime.
 
“Trees are part of our lives. They help keep our air clean, give wildlife a haven and provide education.
 
“As capital planning manager I try to protect all our mature trees when considering any development.
 
“Nothing is felled without a fight. All my team know my passion for trees and support my view.”
 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Glanrhyd lime group]Back row l-r: Gareth Brown, support services manager, community and mental health, Glanrhyd; Andrew Davies, transport officer, Glanrhyd; Mark Humphreys, environment department; Damian Lewis, environment department; Gwyn Saunders, coordinator, support services, Glanrhyd. (Front row l-r): Michele Lewis, support services officer, Glanrhyd; and Catherine Roberts, occupational therapist, Glanrhyd.
 
 
Source: Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board 
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