Former Neath General Hospital staff to hold second get-together
Friday, 16 June 2017 
A reunion of former staff at Neath General Hospital last year was such a success the organisers have decided to stage another.
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The inaugural event was held in Neath Rugby Club in September and as well as giving ex-staff the chance to catch up also raised £1,300 for charity.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Now the organisers, former Neath General nurses Donna Thomas and Chris Berry, have lined up a second gathering this autumn.
 
Tickets are on sale for the event, which will take place on Friday, 24th November, again in Neath Rugby Club.
 
“The first reunion was very successful,” said Donna. “It was lovely to meet up with everyone, some of whom we hadn’t seen for years because they had either retired or moved on.
 
“Everyone enjoyed it so much we felt it was time for another catch-up.”
 
Neath General Hospital was originally established as a poor law infirmary and was transferred to Glamorgan County Council following the Hospitals Act 1924.
 
With the establishment of the NHS in 1948, a range of services was developed over time including X-ray, pharmacy, physiotherapy, operating theatres, a postgraduate medical centre, nurse training school and a maternity unit, as well as outpatients.
 
Following the opening of Neath Port Talbot Hospital in late 2002, Neath General was demolished to make way for a housing estate.
 
Like many of her colleagues, Donna transferred to Neath Port Talbot, where she is now a sister and theatre speciality manager.
 
Chris, an orthopaedics charge nurse, went on to work with the RAF’s aeromedical evacuation team at Brize Norton in Oxfordshire.
 
They teamed up last year to organise the first reunion, which raised £1,300 for the Neath Port Talbot Hospital Breast Surgery Endowment Fund.
 
This time all profits after costs will go to the Port Talbot-based Paul Ridd Foundation, which supports adults with a learning difficulties and their families and carers when needing hospital care.
 
Donna explained: “We wanted to support a local charity and the work the Paul Ridd Foundation does is very important.”
 
Donna has also set up a Friends of The Old Neath General Hospital page on Facebook, which includes plenty of photographs of the old hospital and staff over the years.
 
The reunion is open to all former Neath General Hospital staff, though tickets – which cost £20 to include a three-course meal with wine, and a disco – are limited to 150.
 
If you are interested in attending, email: donna.thomas15@wales.nhs.uk
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