Response to statement by Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government, Mark Drakeford
Tuesday, 18 July 2017 
The continuing expansion of integrated care - which puts patients, their carers and families at the heart of services – remains a key priority for both the NHS Wales and Welsh local government.
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This involves health boards and local government services working in close partnership, delivering seamless care.

ABMU has an established track record of developing effective integrated care services with all three local authorities in our area, and we also have very good relationships with other health boards.

However, boundaries - be they geographical or organisational - should not be barriers to potential opportunities to serve patients and the public even better. 

We therefore recognise the need to consider new approaches to further strengthen the bonds between the NHS and local government, with the ultimate aim of advancing integrated care even more effectively. 

We look forward to the consultation period later this year when all of the issues arising from this suggested boundary change can be examined in more depth; and patients and others – including NHS staff – can give their views.
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