Muslim chaplain and staff host Eid Al-Fitr celebration at Morriston
Thursday, 6 July 2017 
Muslim staff at Morriston Hospital have hosted a special event for everyone – including youngsters on the children’s ward.
 
The hospital’s first Eid Al-Fitr celebration took place in the Chapel and Multi-Faith Centre and attracted more than 120 people.
 
And to make sure youngsters did not miss out, Morriston’s Muslim Chaplain Shakirah Mannan went around the children’s wards afterwards, handing out goodie bags and selection boxes.
 
The free event was organised by Shakirah and Muslim staff. It included free food and drink, with the catering organised by the family of Morriston surgeon Shehzad Latif.
 
Shakirah explained: “Eid Al-Fitr is the end of Ramadan celebration for Muslims.
 
“So what we wanted to do was celebrate together and educate people about Islam.
 
“We felt an Islamic event in the hospital would help people learn and understand the beauty of Islam, especially with all the negativity around us today.”
 
[image: Eid Rhys Geraint Davies]The event was open to staff and public alike. People attending were able to ask any questions they had about Islam and Muslims.

Free literature on Islam and copies of the Qur'an in English were also made available.

Right: Rhys Davies, aged five, pictured with dad Geraint, from Jeffreyston in Pembrokeshire, was among the youngsters on the ward to receive a goodie bag
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Shakirah, who was born and brought up in Swansea, is not only the first Muslim chaplain for a health board in Wales, but also the first female Muslim chaplain in South Wales.
 
She said: “This was the first formal event I’ve organised as the hospital’s Muslim Chaplain and it went really, really well.
 
“There was a very good turn-out, better than we were expecting. We were hoping for perhaps 50 people but had more than 120.
 
“It was such a successful event we will definitely do another one in around two and a half months’ time, when we have our second Eid celebration.”
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