Ros hopes her new role will help inspire others to succeed
Thursday, 2 February 2017 
ABMU's Ros Davies, who began her career as a dental nurse, has just been made president of the British Society of Gerodontology, becoming the first dental care paractitioner to hold the prestigious office.
 
She is now hoping her achievement will help inspire others from her own background – dental nurses, hygienist and therapists - to seize opportunities to develop their careers.
 
[image: Ros Davies]Ros (right) began her working life as a trainee dental nurse in a general dental practice before joining the community dental service (CDS) 31 years ago.
 
She now divides her time between her role as service improvement and operations manager with the CDS as well as being Public Health Wales’s dental programme manager.
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“I am honoured to be president, especially as I understand I am the first non-dentist to hold the post.
 
“When I started out I could never have imagined I would go on to have the career that I’ve had.
 
“I hope it will show others what they can achieve. Opportunities to climb the ladder do come along and I am very grateful that I was given the chance to make the most of the ones I was offered,” she said.
 
The society’s aim is to protect, maintain and improve the oral health of older people by providing a forum to further knowledge and increase awareness of the issues affecting them.
 
It is an area where Ros has plenty of experience. She developed an all-Wales mouth care risk assessment and care plan for use in secondary care which has been adopted across hospital services in Wales. It means now whenever a patient is admitted to hospital they will have a bespoke plan for their personal mouth care if required.
 
During her year as president Ros is hoping to continue to raise awareness and highlight issues surrounding older people’s access to dentistry.
 
Ros said that dental care practitioners have many transferable skills which can help play a key part in future healthcare, particularly in primary care.
 
She would like to see the role of dental nurses developed to help dental providers work more efficiently, provide better preventative care and give better access for patients.
 
“It’s not just about being a dentist, it’s about embracing all dental care practitioners and what they can bring to the team.”
 
Ros added: “During my 31 years with the community dental service my role was, and still is, continually changing. I have been on a rollercoaster of learning and development –professionally and personally.
 
“I have been part of considerable service change and am proud to be have embraced and worked with the changes that have taken place.”
 
Ros, from Swansea, also paid tribute to the support she has received from management at ABMU and the teams she has worked with over the years.
 
“I feel privileged to have worked with such talented clinicians and passionate colleagues.
 
“I am still enthusiastic and relish a challenge. I feel you can always develop and learn but the main driver for me remains our patients and what we are doing for them.
 
“We must always strive to see if we can improve their journey through our service, I have never lost sight of that.”
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