New Admiral nurses for Swansea
Thursday, 2 February 2017 
Dementia UK today announced Swansea is to become the first place in South Wales to benefit from its specialist Admiral Nurses service.
 
Admiral Nurses are specialist dementia nurses who give expert practical, clinical and emotional support to families living with dementia to help them cope. They are registered nurses, and have significant experience of working with people with dementia before becoming an Admiral Nurse. Dementia UK, HMT Sancta Maria Hospital, and ABM University Health Board have worked in close partnership to bring the Admiral Nurses to Swansea. 
 
Recruitment has started for two nurses in the Swansea Bay area, who will provide a community based specialist dementia nursing service to meet the multiple, and often complex, needs of families affected by dementia. These are the first posts of this kind in South Wales, and are expected to help reduce the numbers of dementia patients who are admitted to hospital as urgent, unplanned cases.
 
The two nurses will work closely with social workers, community nurses, mental health teams and GPs, providing specialist community-based care for dementia patients.   
 
The posts will be fully funded for three years by the not-for-profit HMT Sancta Maria Hospital, as part of its charitable remit to re-invest surplus funds back into the local community.  It follows an earlier commitment by HMT Sancta Maria Hospital to support a choir whose members have dementia.
 
The Admiral Nurses will be located within and work closely with ABMU’s Acute Clinical Response Service, as health board employees.
 
As part of their role, the Admiral Nurses will work with families to provide the one-to-one support, expert guidance and practical solutions they need to live more positively with dementia each and every day.
 
HMT Sancta Maria Hospital Director, Stuart Hammond, said:
 
“We are delighted to be able to fund this much needed requirement for the Swansea Bay area. For families living with dementia, having the support of the Admiral Nurses – with their unique clinical and social skills – will better enable them to make timely decisions and choices that are right for them. Working in a fully integrated way with the other health and social care providers means we can help families in Swansea Bay manage the ever changing emotional and practical aspects of life.
 
“Sancta Maria Hospital is part of Healthcare Management Trust (HMT), a not-for-profit charity which owns an additional hospital in Grimsby and various care homes across the UK. HMT has identified dementia as one of its main charitable causes.
 
“As well as funding the Admiral Nurses, HMT has also locally funded a Musical Memories Choir for people with dementia in Swansea for the next three years as well as a major three-year University research programme to improve the quality of life for people living with dementia in Swansea Bay.”
 
Vicky Warner, ABMU Primary Care and Community Services Nurse Director, said:
 
“We are very appreciative of HMT Sancta Maria for investing in our local community. Providing funding for these new Admiral Nurses will bring positive benefits not only people who live with dementia, but their families and carers
 
These nurses will help to reduce admissions to care homes and hospitals by providing additional skilled interventions in the community, which is much better for patients. The nurses will also help train health and social care colleagues, which will bring an extra dimension to the dementia training we already provide to our staff. This will help ensure we have a future workforce who are qualified to support people with dementia, and their carers.”
 
Hannah Davies, Founder of Dementia Friendly Swansea and former carer of her mother who lived with dementia for over 10 years, said:
 
"It is wonderful to hear two Admiral Nurses are being recruited for Swansea. The specialist training provided by Dementia UK for these nurses will make an enormous difference to the quality of life for both the person living with dementia and their loved ones, reducing the feelings of isolation, exhaustion and fear that often go hand-in-hand with this condition. I very much look forward to Swansea being a city where people can be more informed in how they live with dementia and those looking after them can feel more supported."
 
Dr Hilda Hayo, Chief Admiral Nurse and CEO, Dementia UK said: “We are extremely pleased to be working in partnership to bring families in Swansea the specialist dementia support that they need.  
 
“Admiral Nursing interventions have been proven to avert avoidable and costly crises and reduce hospital admissions and early residential care. Admiral Nurses also work collaboratively with health and social care professionals to share their dementia expertise and therefore improve the overall dementia care that families receive.”
 
Recruitment for the role has now begun. Anyone interested in finding out more can visit:
 
http://jobs.abm.wales.nhs.uk/job/UK/Swansea/Swansea/Abertawe_Bro_Morgannwg_University_Health_Board/Dementia_Care/Dementia_Care-v615502?_ts=249 
 
 
Notes to Editor
 
About Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Local Health Board
 
Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board covers a population of approximately 500,000 people, has a budget of £1.3 billion, and employs approximately 16,000.
 
The Health Board has four acute hospitals providing a range of services; these are Singleton and Morriston Hospitals in Swansea, Neath Port Talbot Hospital in Port Talbot and the Princess of Wales Hospital in Bridgend. There are a number of smaller community hospitals primary care resource centres providing important clinical services to our residents outside of the four main acute hospital settings.
 
The Health Board acts as the service provider for Wales and the South West of England in respect of Burns and Plastic Surgery. In addition, Forensic Mental Health services are provided to a wider community which extends across the whole of South Wales, while Learning Disability services are provided from Swansea to Cardiff. A range of community based services are also delivered in patients’ homes, via community hospitals, health centres and clinics.
 
The Health Board contracts with independent practitioners in respect of primary care services which are delivered by General Practitioners, Opticians, Pharmacists and Dentists. There are 77 General Practices across the Health Board.
 
About Healthcare Management Trust
 
HMT Sancta Maria Hospital is Wales’ leading independent hospital, offering a range of surgical and cosmetic procedures including cardiology, orthopaedics and dermatology.
 
For more information about HMT Sancta Maria please visit: http://hmthospitals.org/sancta-maria/
 
About Dementia UK 
· Dementia UK offers specialist one-to-one support and expert advice for families living with dementia through Admiral Nursing. 
· If you’ve been affected by dementia or need advice contact Dementia UK’s specialist helpline, Admiral Nursing Direct on 0800 888 6678 or email direct@dementiauk.org. The helpline is staffed by experienced Admiral Nurses, who give vital support by telephone or email.  
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