Donor dad donates more than £2,000 to Morriston renal team
Wednesday, 15 February 2017 
A dad who donated a kidney when his son needed a transplant has handed over more than £2,000 to hospital staff.
[image: Renal cheque] 
Nicky Rees’s son Aled was born with Alport Syndrome, a rare genetic disorder characterised by progressive kidney disease.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nicky Rees, with wife Cheryl, hands over the cheque to lead nurse for renal anaemia Jenny Williams and live renal donor coordinator Suzanne Phillips. The picture was taken at Morriston Hospital’s organ donation memorial
 
His condition worsened and he eventually had his transplant operation six years ago next month, with Nicky donating the kidney.
 
Although the surgery was carried out at the University Hospital of Wales in Cardiff, the family have had most of their support from the renal unit at Morriston Hospital.
 
So when Nicky became captain for the year at the Mond Valley Golf Club in Clydach, Swansea Valley, he decided the renal unit would be his main charity during his 12 months in office.
 
Although Nicky’s kidney was not a perfect match, surgeons decided after a year of tests that the transplant could go ahead. It was carried out in UHW in 18th March 2011.
 
“It changed his life completely. Everything is fine and Aled is now a proud dad himself,” said Nicky, from Clydach.
 
“We are on medication and we have regular blood tests and an annual check-up. But it has all worked out better than we could have expected thanks to everyone in the renal unit at Morriston.
 
“They have been amazing. Everyone was so supportive. You just felt like everyone was pushing for you and helping you any way they could.
 
“If we had a problem we only had to pick up the phone and they’d tell you to come straight in so someone could have a look. Or they’d call us to see how things were. It’s been fantastic.”
 
Nicky has now handed over a cheque for £1,925 to the renal education fund at Morriston Hospital.
 
This was raised during his captaincy and follows on from two cheques totalling £150 which he presented before Christmas.
 
Nicky added: “We wanted to thank the renal team for all their help and when I became captain I made it my chosen charity so I could give something back to show our appreciation and gratitude.”
 
Lead nurse for renal anaemia Jenny Williams said: “We are very grateful to Nicky, Cheryl, their family and the golf club members for their generosity.
 
“The donation will help to enhance the service provided by the renal department at Morriston Hospital.”
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