Matthew Williams Cerys Yemm
Wednesday, 5 April 2017 
Our response to a statement made on behalf of the family of Matthew Williams:
We would like to offer our condolences to the families of Cerys Yemm and Matthew Williams for the loss of their loved ones.
 
ABMU health Board provides mental health liaison and mental health in-reach services at Parc Prison in Bridgend.
 
We can give assurances that we provided evidence to the Coroner, and one of our consultant psychiatrists, who treated Mr Williams, also gave evidence in person.
 
During his time at Parc Prison, Matthew Williams received regular and well documented healthcare services. He was seen four times in seven months by the forensic mental health consultants, and 14 times by mental health nurses. This was far more intense mental health input than he would have received in the community.
 
Healthcare staff also actively encouraged Mr Williams to take part in courses to deal with his chronic use of illicit substances, but he declined these.
 
The evidence given at the inquest by our consultant psychiatrist was that Mr Williams did not have schizophrenia, but suffered from drug-induced psychosis. In other words, his psychosis was brought on by illicit drug taking.
 
In the months leading up to his release, Mr Williams was not on any mental health medication, and displayed no symptoms of a mental health condition. The clinical decision that no medication would be supplied to him on his release was therefore appropriate. He was referred back to his GP for future care, and his GP was provided with a full discharge summary.
 
Notes to editor
We are unable to comment on the community care provided to Mr Williams and mentioned in his family’s statement as this was not in the ABMU area.
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