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	Meeting Date
	6 November 2025
	Agenda Item
	5.1

	Name of Meeting 
	Quality and Safety Committee

	Report Title
	NWSSP Audit & Assurance Report
Strategic Equity Plan

	Report Author
	Richard Thomas, Director of Insight, Communication and Engagement 

	Report Sponsor
	Hazel Lloyd, Director of Corporate Governance

	Presented by
	Richard Thomas, Director of Insight, Communication and Engagement 

	Freedom of Information 
	Open

	Purpose of the Report
	The purpose of this report is to bring the recent NWSSP Audit & Assurance report on the Strategic Equity Plan to the attention of the Committee, as requested by the Chair of the Audit Committee.


	Key Issues



	The NWSSP Audit & Assurance report on the Strategic Equality Plan was received and considered by the Audit Committee at its September 2025 meeting.

The report concluded Limited Assurance in this area.

As part of the deliberations, the Audit Committee Chair requested that the report be referred to the Quality and Safety Committee for consideration.

	Specific Action Required 
(please choose one only)
	Information
	Discussion
	Assurance
	Approval

	
	☐	☐	☒	☐
	Recommendations

	Members are asked to:
· Consider the NWSS Audit & Assurance report on the Strategic Equity Plan.
· Agree any areas where the Committee feel further assurance is required in respect of either the content of the report, or the steps being taken by management to mitigate risk during the implementation of the action plan contained therein





	
Governance and Assurance


	Link to Enabling Objectives
(please choose)
	Supporting better health and wellbeing by actively promoting and empowering people to live well in resilient communities

	
	Partnerships for Improving Health and Wellbeing
	☒
	
	Co-Production and Health Literacy
	☒
	
	Digitally Enabled Health and Wellbeing
	☒
	
	Deliver better care through excellent health and care services achieving the outcomes that matter most to people 

	
	Best Value Outcomes and High Quality Care
	☒
	
	Partnerships for Care
	☒
	
	Excellent Staff
	☒
	
	Digitally Enabled Care
	☒
	
	Outstanding Research, Innovation, Education and Learning
	☒
	Health and Care Standards

	(please choose)
	Staying Healthy
	☒
	
	Safe Care
	☒
	
	Effective  Care
	☒
	
	Dignified Care
	☒
	
	Timely Care
	☒
	
	Individual Care
	☒
	
	Staff and Resources
	☒
	Quality, Safety and Patient Experience

	Failure to action on the findings of audit reports may affect quality, safety and patient experience. It is essential that where audit recommendations are made, they are acted upon with leadership from the relevant Director.

	Financial Implications

	Whilst there are no direct financial implications that need to be
highlighted in this report, such may arise from individual audit reports or
recommendations made.

	Legal Implications (including equality and diversity assessment)

	Failure to address audit recommendations relating to areas such as staff
and/or patient safety, or legislative compliance, may lead to action being
taken against the health board.

	Staffing Implications

	There will be additional and clearer requirements of staff as a result of the roll out of the SEP, not least in terms of the work required to properly undertake Integrated Impact Assessments.  There are also staffing implications within DICE related to the next stage of the roll out of the SEP as a result of staff absence due to sickness, an increased workload and not filling vacancies as part of the Health Board’s financial savings challenge.

	Long Term Implications (including the impact of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015)

	A robust Audit Work Programme will assist the Board in assessing
risk and gathering assurance across all corporate objectives, which span
the five ways of working, and the wellbeing goals identified in the Act.

	Report History
	The Strategic Equity Plan audit report was received and considered by the Audit Committee in September 2025


	Appendices
	Appendix 1
	Strategic Equity Plan audit report
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