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	Presented by
	Delyth Davies, Head of Nursing Infection Prevention & Control.

	Freedom of Information 
	Open 

	Purpose of the Report
	This report provides the Quality & Safety Committee members with the Infection Prevention & Control end of year position paper presented to the Infection Prevention & Control Strategic Group (IPCSG) meeting that was held on the 30th April 2024. Also, the paper provides an escalation on issues discussed at that IPCSG meeting. 

	Key Issues



	Key items for escalation to the Quality & Safety Committee from the IPCSG meeting April 30th 2024 include:
· The health board failed to achieve the 2023/24 Welsh Government infection reduction expectations, and the health board has been escalated to Targeted Intervention for healthcare associated infections (HCAI). 
· Revised Terms of Reference, outlining revised governance arrangements and reporting structures, been approved for the Infection Prevention and Control Strategic Group (IPSG) to enhance executive scrutiny of HCAIs and antimicrobial stewardship within the Service Groups (Appendix 2).  
· Service Groups have reported variable Estates engagement across the health board in relation to maintenance and repairs work. There was no representation from Estates Department at the April IPCSG meeting to provide assurance to the Group.  IPCSG Chair will directly follow up on these concerns.
· There have been no additional cases of C. difficile associated to the hospital wide outbreak cluster code WGS 22-00159_737. Gold Outbreak Control Group has declared the outbreak closed. Outstanding actions will be progressed and monitored through existing IPC governance structures.  
· No additional patients identified associated to the RT955 incident.
· As requested by Quality & Safety Committee at the previous meeting, the HCAI paper presented to Management Board on 6th March 2024, relating to the C. difficile round table meeting that took place between the health board and representatives from Public Health Wales in February, is attached in Appendix 5.
· Funding was approved by the Management Board to enable Hydrogen Peroxide Vapour (HPV) disinfection of wards implicated in the outbreak of cluster code WGS 22-00159_737. The refurbishment and disinfection programme commenced in April (Appendix 6).
· The outcome of an IMTP funding bid that would enable additional IPC resources within the Community setting is still awaited. 
· The lack of single rooms, over occupancy, frequent patient movement and bed spacing challenges continue to contribute to infection-related challenges.


	Specific Action Required 
(please choose one only)
	Information
	Discussion
	Assurance
	Approval

	
	☐	☐	☐	☒
	Recommendations

	Members are asked to:
•	NOTE the content of the IPCSG paper 30th April 2024, including the escalation by Welsh Government to Targeted Intervention the health board’s performance in relation to HCAI’s (Appendix 1).
· NOTE revised terms of reference for Infection Prevention & Control Strategic Group that have been sent to the Quality & Safety Group for approval (Appendix 2).
· NOTE the closure of the hospital wide outbreak of C. difficile at Morriston Hospital. There have been no new cases of the hospital-wide outbreak strain of C. difficile (WGS22-00159_737) since 26th January 2024.
· NOTE the Infection Prevention Improvement Plan 2023/24 position at the end of Q4 (Appendix 3).
· NOTE the paper and the Infection Prevention Improvement Plan for 2024/25 that was presented to the IPCSG 30th April 2024 (Appendix 4). 
· NOTE as requested by the Committee, please find the paper presented to the Management Board on 6th March 2024 relating to the C difficile round table meeting that took place between the health board and representatives from Public Health Wales in February. (Appendix 5).
· NOTE the paper presented to the Management Board regarding funding for a Hydrogen Peroxide Vapour disinfection programme, which was approved (Appendix 6).
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