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	Purpose of the Report
	This is an assurance report that provides the Quality & Safety Committee with an update on prevalence, progress and actions for healthcare associated infections (HCAIs) within Swansea Bay University Health Board for the reporting period to the end of December 2023.

The paper also details any items for escalation to the Quality & Safety Committee from the Infection Prevention & Control Group meeting held on 31st January 2024.


	Key Issues



	· The Infection Prevention and Control Group report to the end of Quarter 3 is included as Appendix 1.  
· Key items for escalation for escalation to the Quality & Safety Committee from the Infection Prevention & Control Group meeting held on 31st January 2024:
· A requirement for the Health Board to comply fully with the water outlet Pseudomonas aeruginosa testing requirements, as detailed in the Welsh Health Technical Memorandum 04-01 Safe water in healthcare premises Part B.  Currently, the Health Board tests only a sample of outlets in augmented care units. The WHTM recommends sampling all outlets that will have direct or indirect contact with patients.  The infection Prevention & Control Group has requested the Water Safety Group to seek approval for the increased funding to enable all relevant outlets to be tested. There will be an impact on Estates staffing resource and testing costs.
· A hospital-wide outbreak of C. difficile has been identified in Morriston Hospital, with ten genomically linked cases to the end of Quarter 3. Additional cases have been identified since.  There have been eighteen different clinical areas associated with the cases and not all cases have an obvious link or overlap in location and time.  However, there have been confirmed transmission events on a number of wards. A Service Group Outbreak Control Group has been established, with regular updates provided to the Executive Team. The Health Board has sought support from the Healthcare Associated Infection, Antimicrobial Resistance & Prescribing Programme (HARP), and specialists from the UK Anaerobic Reference Unit. This has been reported as a Nationally Reportable Incident.
· Since the Health Board mandated Level 2 Infection Prevention & Control training for all staff, effective from 1st January 2024, compliance has increased.
· Infection-related risks and challenges have increased over Quarter 3.  This is as a consequence of increased service demand; over-occupancy; lack of single rooms to meet increased demand resulting from the transfer of all acute medicine to Morriston, the site with the lowest proportion of single rooms; frequent patient movement; bed spacing challenges.


	Specific Action Required 

	Information
	Discussion
	Assurance
	Approval

	
	☐	☐	☒	☒
	Recommendations

	Members of the Quality & Safety Committee are asked to:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]NOTE the Infection Prevention & Control Group Report, 31st January 2024 (attached separately) and NOTE the actions listed within its recommendations.
· NOTE key items for escalation for escalation to the Quality & Safety Committee from the Infection Prevention & Control Group meeting held on 31st January 2024. 
· NOTE the request from the Infection Prevention & Control Group to the Water Safety Group to seek approval for the funding required to comply fully with the water outlet Pseudomonas aeruginosa testing requirements, as detailed in the Welsh Health Technical Memorandum 04-01 Safe water in healthcare premises Part B.
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