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	POPULATION HEALTH COMMITTEE
Key Issues Report


	The purpose of this report, is to provide an overview of the matters identified by the Population Health Committee to be brought to the attention of the Board following discussions at the last meeting.

	Date of Committee meeting:
	9 September 2025


	Members Present:
	Four Members were present at the Population Health Committee: Stephen Spill, Nicola Matthews, Patricia Price and Nuria Zolle.

	Quoracy:
	YES

	Group/Committee Chair:

	Stephen Spill, Population Health Committee Chair.


	Report Submitted by:

	Corporate Governance.

	Report Signed off by:
	Stephen Spill, Population Health Committee Chair.  


	Date of Board receiving the report:
	25 September 2025

	
	

	1.
	Agenda
	The Population Health Committee convenes quarterly, and the agenda, relevant documents, and minutes from the meetings are accessible on the SBUHB website.  


	
	

	2.
	Alert


Minute Reference: 38/25








Minute Reference: 40/25 
 




	The Committee is  alerting the Board on the following items (2):

· The Committee received a report on Cancer Mortality and agreed that the Board should be made aware of key statistical findings, particularly those relating to cancer mortality and associated inequalities within the Swansea Bay University Health Board (SBUHB) area. The Committee highlighted that the data presented were considered seminal and of significant importance, warranting escalation to the Board for further consideration.  



· The Committee received a report on the All-Wales Diabetes Prevention Programme and agreed that the Board should be alerted to the programme’s effectiveness and the associated funding risks. The Committee emphasised the programme’s potential impact on population health outcomes and its contribution to long-term cost savings, highlighting the importance of Board-level awareness and oversight.

The Committee was advised of the confirmed funding allocations for the 2024/25 financial year as follows:
· Public Health Wales Grant: £117,564;
· Strategic Population and Public Health Committee (SPPC) Allocation: £150,000;
· Health Board Allocation: £163,000.

Therefore, a deficit of circa £267,564 if the SPPC and PHW funding is ceased. 

	
	

	3.
	Assurance


Minute Reference: 39/25









Minute Reference: 41/25








Minute Reference: 43/25

Minute Reference: 45/25
	The Committee is assuring the Board on the following items (4):

· The Committee received a report on the performance of the implementation of the Vaccine Equity Plan (VEP). It was agreed that the Board should be informed of the ongoing work and developments in vaccine equity. Additionally, the Committee noted that Internal Audit findings relating to the VEP will be shared with the Audit Committee so that assurance is provisional on a positive report. The Internal Audit findings would also be shared with the Population Health Committee following Audit. 


· The Committee received a report outlining the current food provision available across Health Board sites including via commercial venues, including its alignment with the Health Board’s wider activities on food and drink provision. The report also referenced relevant initiatives being undertaken by other health organisations. The Committee discussed the potential for the Health Board to further explore opportunities to promote healthy and sustainable commercial food provision within its facilities.

· The Committee received a Staff Story: Developing the Maternity dashboard.    


· The Committee received an update on strategic partnership work and expressed support for ongoing efforts to strengthen governance arrangements in this area. The Committee also endorsed the Health Board’s continued work to meet the requirements of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act (WBFGA).

	
	

	4. 
	Advise


Minute Reference: 42/25






Minute Reference: 47/25





Minute Reference: 46/25








Minute Reference: 48/25

	The Committee is advising the Board on the following items (4):

· The Committee received a presentation on population health indicators and associated dashboards from the Service Delivery Group. The Committee discussed the importance of utilising these indicators to inform the Board of progress and challenges across key health areas. It was agreed that regular updates should be provided to ensure continued oversight and strategic alignment.

· The Committee received an update on the current measles situation in England, alongside a briefing issued by the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) dated 25 July 2025. This information was provided to support the Committee’s oversight of emerging public health risks and inform strategic governance discussions.

· The Committee received a report concerning recent cases of iatrogenic botulism associated with cosmetic procedures involving botulinum toxin. The UKHSA had been notified of multiple affected individuals across England, including a significant outbreak in the Northeast. The briefing aimed to raise awareness among healthcare professionals of the ongoing cases, the national-level investigation, and the potential link to specific brands of botulinum toxin.

· The Committee received a report regarding child health risks associated with the consumption of slush ice drinks containing glycerol. Over recent years, several incidents had been reported across the UK where children became unwell after consuming such drinks, either from commercial premises or at home. In some cases, hospitalisation and resuscitation were required due to symptoms consistent with glycerol intoxication. The report highlighted the importance of raising awareness among healthcare professionals of the potential risks and the need for vigilance in identifying and managing such cases.

	
	

	5.
	Review of Risks
	The Population Health Committee will keep the Board updated on any developments regarding risks in relation to the above matters.

	
	

	6.
	Sharing of learning
	· None identified during the meeting.

	
	

	7.
	Actions to be considered by Board
	· None identified by the Committee Members.
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